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The Houseparent the 


Residential School 


The importance the function houseparents residential schools coming 
more clearly recognized. The discussions that follow comprise symposium, 
and, feel, will prove value educators blind children. 

These discussions originated three meetings different parts the country; 
all were “firsts”: the first regional houseparents conference, held Donelson, Ten- 
nessee, the Spring 1954; the first Northwest conference houseparents, held 
Salem, Oregon, the Fall 1954; and the first workshop the education 
blind Negro children, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the Fall 1954. All three 
meetings were previously reported the New Outlook, without emphasis the 


subject houseparents. 


For the convenience those who are interested, append rather inclusive 
selected bibliography many phases the subject.—Editor. 


Our Feelings Concerning Houseparents 


ULYSSES JONES 


MRS. MOORE 


ISABEL BAUGHN 


ARE PLEASED SHARE with the 
readers this report our group re- 
actions very real and important 
subject for us. were asked select 
topic concerning children who live 
institutions which interested most. 
were then assigned certain periods 
participate unstructured meet- 
ing with the goal sharing our ex- 
periences and our problems. re- 
present group composed house- 
parents who work with blind children 
residential schools, school nurses, 
deans women and men working 
the college level, and consultants and 
administrators who see the program 
from administrative and consultative 
point view. are pleased share 
our summary statement and some 
the recommendations which came out 


our meeting. [Baton Rouge Work- 
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The three-member committee respon- 
sible for this written report wishes 
express its appreciation the other 
members the group who made valu- 
able contributions the conference 
and the writing. 


Summary Statement 


feel that this type discussion 
can presented best according five 
areas which evolved our outline 
for discussion: Philosophy and goals 
concerning personnel work; Dor- 
mitory organization; Counseling pro- 
counseling; and Value in-service 
training programs. 

The personnel worker faces the prob- 
lem the outdated concepts concerning 
the value his work. result 
this problem, usually not accorded 
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the professional status that his position 
merits the school. The position all 
too often conceived one cus- 
todial care, disciplinary type 
work. feel that this makes difficult 
secure qualified personnel and even 
more obtain the necessary 
funds secure the type workers 
needed serve houseparents. 

feel that the professional worker 
who able meet the needs chil- 
dren should have the attitude that the 
whole child goes school, and that the 
environment the whole school affects 
the child. Therefore, the role the 
houseparent should that helping 
the child feel comfortable and growing 
with ease his total 
the houseparent who knows the child 
best during his out-of-school hours and 
the intimate situations which faces 
his day-to-day living away from his 
own home. This houseparent, through 
the understanding that qualified per- 
son must have, can then help the child 
realize his maximum potential and can 
also help him understand and ap- 
preciate his home and his school. All 
houseparents should strive for profes- 
sional growth themselves, and all ad- 
ministrators should strive justify the 
employment people who can grow 
professionally. 

feel strongly that there are many 
needs children which must ap- 
preciate. The basic ones, which must 
thoroughly understood houseparents, 
are the following: physical needs, 
intellectual 
needs, and spiritual needs. All these 
are interrelated and, when realized, 
make the total personality every 
child. Houseparents cannot forget that 
the behavior each child the result 
his striving satisfy these needs. 

The dormitory cottage which 
the child lives while school 
should more than place sleep, 
bathe, and take care his physical 
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needs. should home which strives 
recognize and make possible the 
realization the needs for each child 
insofar this possible and desirable. 
The recognition the needs according 
the behavior each child can 
achieved only warm atmosphere 
competent houseparents. This dor- 
mitory must his home away from 
home while school. 


Constructive Dormitory Living 
Good Organization 


feel that the constructive organi- 
zation the dormitory should provide 
for type co-operative living 
directed self-government for 
and functional leisure-time program, 
and awareness constructive mental 
hygiene which individual, both 
social and emotional factors, well 
the child’s physical health. feel that 
these individual needs are not always 
met the more structured situations 
the classroom, and the responsibility 
for the emotional and social growth 
the children must often met the 
dormitory. 

Because the problems which in- 
volve houseparents who often assume 
the role parents, there must 
strong effort understand that the 
home basic the child’s happiness 
and his future growth. The house- 
parents must then 
sible work closely with the members 
the child’s family, and must keep 
alive for the child his feelings concern- 
ing his family. 

feel that administrators must 
recognize the importance both house- 
mothers and housefathers the lives 
the children. They must have the op- 
portunity association with both com- 
petent men and women. times, with 
certain groups, certain situations and 
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certain problems, one these house- 
parents may more importance 
than another. 

feel that well-organized house 
dormitory will have good group con- 
trol and planned calendar social, 
educational and recreational activities 
with maximum 


The Value the Counseling Program 


feel that constructive counsel- 
ing program the core the house- 
parents’ work. would define the type 
counseling which works dormi- 
tory follows: help the child help 
himself toward self direction and ease 
functioning. recognize three 
types counseling being directive, 
non-directive, and elective. The counsel- 
ing process slow one, one which 
more likely guide rather than drive. 
order furnish guidance and sup- 
port, must know the child, his back- 
ground, his problems, and his realiza- 
tion his goals. 

our opinion, the constructive in- 
terview and recorded information con- 
cerning the child are two the most 
important techniques that can used 
houseparents. The interview setting 
should informal and warm. Con- 
fidences concerning the children must 
kept, and time should personal 
information the subject gossip 
careless evaluation. 
ing only for the purpose helping 
the child, and shared only 
with people who need the information 
order help the child. 

must kept mind that indi- 
vidual counseling must done with the 
houseparent and the child who has 
problem. Group counseling carried 
when there specific type prob- 
lem and when there sufficient profes- 
sional leadership make the group ex- 
perience productive. 

Discipline should part the 
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counseling program and, such, should 
considered treatment rather than 
punishment. should not confused 
with suspension expulsion 
measures often affect the child’s life 
such extent that may then need 
much more treatment than available 
him. feel that all times treat- 
ment should preventive. 

there well-organized dormitory 
program with good counseling service, 
discipline, usually conceived of, 

feel that discipline unless 
self discipline worthless. When 
administered houseparents, should 
positive way and with patience 
negative manner, apt set the 
further problem glorifying the house- 
parent the eyes the administrator. 
Houseparents cannot function con- 
structive atmosphere they feel that 
their administrators place greater im- 
portance upon control than upon 
constructive relationship between the 
houseparents and the children. The 
houseparents should strive for construc- 
tive conferences between themselves and 
their administrators effort ex- 
plore their feelings concerning the 
value discipline and the danger 
problems which are too generalized and 
encumbered with too many rules which 
children may not understand. 

Decisions resulting from constructive 
discipline will terms what 
best for the child and the school, and 
will not shrouded mystery and 
thus misunderstood the children and 
their families. 


In-Service Training 


order improve our professional 
status, feel that should strive 
every possible way set situations 
which houseparents can explore their 
own feelings and gain more informa- 
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tion. gain this skill necessary 
actual dormitory living, more help 
needed. Quite often the attitudes to- 
ward blind children dormitory set- 
ting not develop easy stages. Dur- 
ing the first days such situation, 
the houseparent needs much help 
that does not let his ideas what 
may possible for the children get 
the way their actual progress. His 
goals for the children may unrealis- 
tic, and the tension and strain might 
actually hinder rather than help the 
children. feel that the best ways 
helping houseparents, aside from good 
preparation and orientation before they 
accept position this type, are 
through their own directed professional 
reading, with opportunities discuss 
their reactions, definitely set 
meetings with professional workers in- 
vited come the school, observa- 
tion work accomplished dormi- 
tories other schools, and partici- 


pating regional workshops such 
this one which has given the 
portunity grow through the sharing 
our background and experiences. 
hope that the present trend toward 
conducting such workshops can con- 
tinued, and that the departments 
child welfare and 
may encouraged work with house- 
parents actual courses which would 
develop content valuable the house- 
parents. look upon this profes- 
sional service, and one for which struc- 
tured professional course content could 
developed. 

feel that grow profession- 
ally, and clarify the position 
houseparents, will able develop 
professional preparation, and may 
able find title for this position 
which describes way that might 
inspire greater respect for well 
more adequate remuneration. 


The Housemother and the Institution Team 
EMMA RASMUSSEN 


ONE ATTEMPS discuss the work 
the housemother who serves blind chil- 
dren residential school, realizes 
that there are many ways one can ap- 
proach the topic. 
paper, prefer discuss from 
own experience housemother who 
has worked two different schools for 
the blind. Naturally, shall have 
draw heavily upon experience 
these two schools and also the love 
which have always had for children. 

think the houseparents whom 
have known, realize that there are 
houseparents one type and others 
another type. Certainly two are alike. 
Some administrators prefer have 
housemother who has had children 
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her own, and perhaps others are likely 
teacher. have had the pleasure 
knowing some housemothers who have 
had neither type experience. There 
seems pattern which the super- 
intendent can use his selection 
housemothers, and there the pres- 
ent time specialized training course 
for houseparents who work residen- 
tial schools for the blind. 

Perhaps the best way for ap- 
proach this problem tell something 
about work this field and share 
with you some experiences the 
hope that they may help others. When 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Dry came see 
me, (Mr. Dry superintendent the 
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Oregon State School for the Blind) 
remember that Mrs. Dry frankly said 
me, “This white collar job— 
gray.” This honest interpretation the 
job helped look the work 
really was. seemed combined 
housemother and housekeeping job 
this small school. There 
cient funds make possible sepa- 
rate the work these two types 
people. The housemother rather 
crowded school had 
enough meet the situation whatever 
was: wet bed, undernourished 
child with problems, deprived child 
who wanted take clothes 
from other children. There were also 
the baths, untied shoe strings, dirty 
hands, and all the quarrels and 
scraps which occur any group chil- 
dren. There were also the problems 
nervous Tommy, the first big fight 
Johnny, and the tears Jimmy oc- 
cupy the time. There the very dra- 
matic and energy-consuming 
fore the children sleep when one 
boy must stand his head his bed 
before relaxing, another must frighten 
timid child, and still others who have 
desire just talk and laugh aloud 
with their funny stories. 


Special Qualities Housemothers 


With all these tiresome and chal- 
lenging tasks which can occur any 
group, the job can right for the per- 
son who really looking for op- 
portunity serve. One needs look 
further than school 
where blind children need help and 
love and understanding. The need 
great, and the opportunity golden—full 
the brim that satisfaction help- 
ing others help themselves. There the 
greater pleasure realizing that the 
housemother also helping the chil- 
dren adjust the world which 
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must all live comfortably. This has 
often been referred the sighted 
world, the hearing world, the every-day 
world common people and God’s 
wonderful creation. 

There are qualities 
which are especially important for 
housemothers acquire, and they may 
easily recognized since they seem 
needed larger quantities. High 
the list are patience, perseverance, ini- 
tiative, understanding, love, faith, 
ingness work hard. There also the 
importance the ability look for- 
ward the desired goals. very 
important encourage the children 
set goals for themselves and also 
look forward their own progress. Last 
but not least the sense honor 
important working with both chil- 
dren and adults who make the insti- 
tution team. 

the residential school for the 
blind, the housemother will always want 
conscious the health and even 
the eye conditions the children, but 
the same time she must not let pity 
impede the progress the children. 
What seems most needed these 
situations encouragement and under- 
standing. 

Co-operation with other staff mem- 
bers cannot overestimated. Like 
teachers, office staff, and other types 
workers the school, very neces- 
sary that houseparents understand the 
benefits full co-operation among 
themselves. This co-operation must also 
extended all the workers the 
school and certainly the parents 
the children. 


Parent-Houseparent Rapport 


When good relationships 
tween the houseparents and the parents 
the children who live the dormi- 
tory, the greatest satisfaction the job 
realized. Helpful conferences and in- 
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terviews can benefit the housemother 
and help her see the child’s problems 
the parents may see them. She 
often able help both the parents and 
the child. Such often 
opens the door very helpful talk 
with Jimmy about problems his own 
home between him and the other chil- 
dren his family and community. Dur- 
ing the times when housemothers and 
parents are talking, there can realiza- 
tion the part both them that 
they have joint interest the child, 
and that their work with common 
interest building toward present hap- 
piness and future success the child. 
The housemother can relate stories 
the parent how little help with the 
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child’s feelings and thoughts about his 
friends, little party, some time 
mend broken toy, was more important 
him than anything else. Parents and 
housemothers can learn 
each other which helpful. They may 
have write hurried notes, but they 
are sharing their common interest 
children. 

recall with much pleasure some 
the times when good friends our 
school would stop show some in- 
terest the children, and now and 
then they would ask they might con- 
tribute something which the children 
might enjoy. one occasion, travel- 
ing salesman asked might give 
something, and had the pleasure de- 
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ciding what would have, needed 
some cuddly toys for the little children 
take bed with them, naturally 
thought teddy bears. There were 
enough teddy bears for each the 
thirteen little children, and when other 
Christmas, 
more were found. The children were 
happy when told them that the 
new home for all the teddy bears was 
the dormitory, and that each child 
might have bear live with him long 
wanted it. Each child 
name the teddy bear for which 
was responsible, and when the child 
would home, the bear would 
looked after and ready greet the child 
own home. 

The selection playthings most 
important. crowded dormitory 
sometimes difficult house all the 
toys that some the parents bring 
some the children. Sometimes felt 
that two three favorite toys were 
much more interesting child than 
many that he. would become con- 
fused just trying enjoy them and take 
care them. 


Special Needs Smaller Children 


worked with the small children 
the two schools which was 
good fortune serve, found that 
many them liked play near older 
children adults. Perhaps gave them 
feeling security. The youngest ones 
had been accustomed being their 
own small homes with their mothers, 
and was only natural that they would 
like near the en- 
joyed having the small children 
room where could continue mend- 
ing times and still watch them 
play and visit with them they told 
interesting things about their school 
work and asked questions. also 
liked sitting near window where 
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could look out the playground 
the play the more active children and 
thus gain some background 
various little disputes which might arise 
out there. 

was good fortune enjoy 
three very happy and useful years 
the Oregon State School for the Blind 
before retirement age sixty-five. 
seems that was continue this 
good fortune, for the Washington State 
School for the Blind offered em- 
ployment Vancouver. was most 
helpful for broaden experi- 
ence another school and have the 
pleasure knowing more blind chil- 
dren. this new school, had the op- 
portunity work with older boys, and 
really enjoyed working out dormi- 
tory problems, clothing problems, and 
had more opportunity work 
with other staff members who worked 
more actively with the recreation and 
the school projects for older pupils. 
also had the opportunity work with 
some the children during the even- 
ings with their found this 
most interesting. 

seemed important the superin- 
tendent this school ask 
return the younger 
second year. enjoyed reorganizing 
our dormitory that year, and one 
the big projects was put partitions 
the dresser drawers effort 
help the younger children become more 
effective housekeepers. 
them put their clothes away and 
find them felt that these 
partitions proved useful that 
permanent ones made plywood were 
secured the next year. were also 
able find some material out which 
could make teddy bears. These 
thoroughly enjoyed. noticed that 
when the children had toys take 
bed with them each night, had very 


little crying when they went 
bed. 
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order stimulate more active 
play, encouraged the children 
play ball, and for those who did not 
see and had previous experience 
simply put bells some the balls. 
found much fun use our in- 
itiative developing toys which would 
interest those children who might other- 
wise sit around and lack the necessary 
development which comes from whole- 
some play. 


Other Facets Function 


both the schools, was obvious 
that the housemother must accept the 
challenge for all types education. 
children found difficult rec- 
ognize those articles which belonged 
them. The difference between 
and does not come easily all 
children. First, had try under- 
stand the problem and know much 
could about the child 
home situation. Then had use 
the patience and understanding which 
important when try help people 
grow. The children come from differ- 
ent-sized families, and they have been 
brought according varying stand- 
ards. must first try look 


the child does. Most children who 
not live the accepted codes are really 
children who need understand what 
wrong and believe they can develop 
give them enough help. 

Children who live dormitory 
can work with the housemother the 
housekeeping tasks. They can gain 
sense importance taking care 
the various tasks which are assigned 
them, and they can gain feeling 
belonging the extent that they will 
offer more than assigned. Some 
the most helpless children have been 
known become leaders the dormi- 
tory because they were really needed 
others. This becomes problem or- 
ganization work and sufficient 
praise for the children when they have 
done well. There always room for 
more encouragement those few 
dren who find difficult become 
independent household tasks. 

obvious that children who live 
well dormitories and accept their 
share responsibility will much 
more welcome the homes their 
friends and relatives. This impor- 
tant part their adjustment, the 
teamwork approach used with all 
the children, both their housekeep- 
ing tasks and their important human 
relations and character building, the 
housemother making most valuable 
contribution their citizenship devel- 
opment. 

When realize how much the house- 
mother can contribute the life 
every child with whom she lives, the job 
becomes tremendous its importance. 
wonderful calling and re- 
quires outstanding people. Shall 
hope for time the future when this 
may recognized greater extent. 
Perhaps then, more preparation these 
houseparents and better remuneration 
for this important service can 
cured for all our schools. 


THE NEW OUTLOOK 


V 


Teachers and Joint 


WOOLLY 


PLEASURE talk with housepar- 
ents either individually groups. 
come together discuss our 
problems and our future goals, take 
great pride representing the point 
view parent and also express- 
ing the thinking one who has worked 
very closely with houseparents for 
few years. parent, can recognize 
the interest and concern parents 
whose children are enrolled our 
houseparent and administrator work- 
ing with them, can also look the 
programs our residential schools and 
aware the problems and the chal- 
lenge which houseparents accept. 

Just all parents have co- 
operative interest with teachers the 
welfare and progress children, 
must the houseparents residential 
school for the blind co-operatively 
concerned with the teachers the wel- 
fare and progress the children who 
come for their educational pro- 
gram. Parents cannot turn their chil- 
dren over the teachers the school 
which they attend and always expect 
the end product desirable. Neither 
can houseparents expect the teach- 
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ers solve all the problems which 
beset the children who attend the resi- 
dential schools. must strive for 
shared responsibility. 

There are many problems which re- 
quire co-operation the part house- 
parents and teachers. the basis 
experience, fully realize that rep- 
resented here today are schools which 
are financial position employ 
full and complete staff teachers and 
houseparents but, the other hand, 
there are those which cannot have 
number either teachers 
houseparents the job adequately. 
must approach goals and. face 
reality. 

From the day 
six-year old child enters school the 
day graduated, will live hap- 
pier life, receive better education, and 
become emotionally and socially com- 
fortable, parents and teachers have 
worked together rather than indepen- 
dently his behalf. 


Effect the Child 


teacher, principal, and superintendent 
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residential school, have seen 
youngsters progress and move ahead 
normal developmental pattern when 
they receive the love and affection 
houseparents, and adequate teaching 
classroom atmosphere conducive 
learning. the other hand, have, 
have many you, seen youngster 
grow troublesome, morose, cease pro- 
gress, and general regress, when either 
the service the teacher the house- 
parent breaks down slowly becomes 
inadequate. 

Some blind children are able re- 
ceive their entire education ordinary 
public schools and others classes for 
the blind public schools, but the 
great majority will probably need 
receive the greater part, not all, 
their formal education 
schools. Therefore, firm belief 
that should constantly strive make 
that educational opportunity the best 
that the money have will buy. 
fact, believe that can and must 
create that are 
perior those the average public 
school. 


Special Opportunities 


Certain private schools have demon- 
strated that they can receive sufficient 
income mainly through tuition costs 
enable them develop programs which 
parents actually choose preference 
public schools. Why can’t we, state- 
supported schools, achieve success 
selecting personnel capable doing 
this important job when have all 
the characteristics good boarding- 
school and the facilities the better 
public schools the same time? Per- 
haps can find our answer the 
future find more effective ways 
interpret our programs the legis- 
latures who must recognize the impor- 
tance our work and how expensive 
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for small number blind children. 
administrators, teachers, and 
houseparents can become more skilled 
our public education activities 
behalf good education for blind 
children. 

order accomplish our objec- 
tives, must alert all the indi- 
vidual needs the children. must 
not only see that each child clothed 
and fed (sometimes the literal sense) 
but must understand his personality 
and deal with him individual 
basis rather than group subject 
our generalizations 
treatment. Blind children have the same 
abilities and disabilities possessed 
children with full vision. And many 
have been allowed develop habits 
which are our responsibility help 
change. may that the teacher 
often charged with much the charac- 
ter development the child rather 
than the houseparent. must remem- 
ber, however, that can often exercise 
more influence this important area 
because houseparents live close 
the children the dormitories. The 
classroom atmosphere likely 
more formal than the association with 
the youngster the dormitory. Conse- 
quently, may reach each child more 
quickly and fully than can the teacher. 
Thus both the houseparents 
teacher must have common interest 
the child realize his potential. 

Many classroom problems 
solved consultation with the house- 
parent, and conversely many cottage 
dormitory problems can understood 
and adequately handled co-operative 
consultation with all concerned. time 
and place should provided the 
administration for teacher-houseparent 
conferences but, not, that should not 
prevent the houseparent from going 
the teacher, the teacher going the 
houseparent, when the need arises. 
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This sort co-operation most pro- 
ductive since neither teacher nor house- 
parent under the emotional stress 
which sometimes can exist some par- 
ent-teacher conferences. our situa- 
tion, happy say, both are inter- 
ested the welfare the child and the 
group, and feel that can com- 
pletely unbiased our approach 
the problem all the children. 
consider our houseparents 
equal importance the teachers when 
attempt find answers many 
the problems which arise. Our house- 
parents have participated the social 
adjustment program and they are also 
represented staff meetings. The more 
all know about the goals our 
school and the basic information the 
needs our children, the more likely 
are work together. 

believe that houseparents should 
brought into staff meetings just 
teachers are. course, from ad- 
ministrative viewpoint this procedure 
has accomplished some sort 
alternating basis because the con- 
tinuing nature houseparents’ duties. 
The knowledge which houseparents can 
have pupil problems should uti- 


lized co-operating with other staff 
members. This co-operative knowledge 
between teachers and houseparents par- 
ticularly can valuable the periodic 
written reports parents. There can 
much less confusion the minds 
the parents when they can feel security 
the knowledge that the teacher and 
the houseparent are really talking about 
the same child, and that they have 
mutual interest 
which reflected the report. 

The 1953 annual report the Ameri- 
can Printing House for the Blind indi- 
cates 1953 enrollment 6,343 pupils 
the residential and city classes for 
the blind the United States. This 
represents significant group blind 
children. have responsibility for 
guiding the growth and development 
these future citizens the country. 
Our job tremendous and will con- 
tinue require the best efforts all 
us. Both houseparents 
are needed. must able select 
the personnel carefully 
and must help all them realize 
the importance the teamwork ap- 
proach the happiness and success 
the blind children and their families. 


AMERICAN RATTAN AND REED CO. 


268 Norman Avenue, Brooklyn 22, 


Established 1832 


Long selected chair cane, cane webbing, 
reed spline, and basketry reed. 
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The Houseparents’ Role Home-School Relations 


EVERETT WILCOX 


RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS for the blind have 
enjoyed long history. the United 
States they have seen many changes, 
and they have developed many new 
programs which have paralleled compa- 
rable changes regular public schools. 
One the more recent considerations 
has been the present emphasis the 
importance the contributions 
houseparents these schools. 
services these houseparents are ex- 
panded and the needs children 
are better understood, greater de- 
gree, the houseparents can under- 
stood and appreciated never betore. 

principal school for the 
blind, has been valuable experi- 
ence for the writer work with house- 
parents and champion their cause 
important members the institution’s 
team. Their valuable contributions 
each child they see him throughout 
the days and nights the school can- 
not overestimated. 

Many administrators are recognizing 
that the houseparents’ contribution 
the children equals those the teacher 
importance, and they may times 
influence the lives these children 
even greater degree. Satisfactory and 
complete service the children en- 
rolled the residential school depends 
upon co-operation between the house- 
parents and all the other members 
the staff. This co-operation all times 
must include the families the chil- 
dren. 

The work the teachers and the 
maxims the classrooms may “tried 
for size” the children the play- 
grounds. The dormitories the resi- 
dential school with their closely-knit 
community activities also may con- 
sidered proving grounds for the chil- 
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dren they test various types situa- 
tions and improve their human rela- 
tions. the group experience 
these dormitories and playgrounds that 
the children grow, they spend valu- 
able hours under the guidance the 
houseparents. 

One the best links between the 
school and the child’s home 
strengthened through the relationships 
between the houseparents the 
child’s own parents, the residential 
school opens its doors the children 
and the parents for the first time, and 
each time thereafter that the parents 
call the school, co-operative planning 
and lasting friendships are established. 
the school really effective its 
home and school relations, welcomes 
visits from parents all times, and the 
houseparents can use these visits 
learn more the child’s family situa- 
tion. the houseparent each child 
who comes into more frequent and often 
closer contact with the parents than any 
other members the institution team. 

Parents who are able make fre- 
quent and casual visits the school 
are more likely take more time 
relate significant information such 
comments as, “Here Johnny,” “He 
had wonderful weekend home,” 
“He went the beach with us,” “And, 
the way, where did get that ugly 
bruise?” “He may need see the 
nurse,” “He seems have the sniffles 
now,” “How you think he’s doing 
school?” Such comments and ques- 
tions give valuable information the 
houseparents. also gives the house- 
parent the opportunity raise some im- 
portant questions concerning the needs 
the child both while school 
and when returns his home. 
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This first-hand relationship between 
the houseparents and the parents 
given child has value for the teacher 
this child. Wise the teacher who talks 
with the houseparent and, through con- 
ferences with him, gains the necessary 


information concerning 
home activities. the houseparent, 
through the child’s letters and the di- 
rect contacts with the parents, who can 
supply much the background which 
good teachers need they work with 
children. When teachers are able 
recognize that the houseparents are 
often the greatest ambassadors good 
home-school relations, they will able 
interpret the child’s educational pro- 
gram more carefully for the housepar- 
ent. The houseparents are interested 
the children and, their actual con- 
tacts with the parents, are often able 
encourage the parents arrange for 
conference with the teacher. 


Mutual Concern 
with Every-day Problems 


The parents the children who 
make weekly visits the school when 
they call for and return their children 
are apt find much easier visit 
with houseparents than with teachers. 
This likely true because they 
know the houseparents better through 
discussing many details such cloth- 
ing, medical needs, and behavior prob- 
lems. This information, 
tively handled and translated for the 
teacher, many cases where the child 
unable so, can great value 
the total education the child. 

The easy relationship between the 
child’s own parents and his housepar- 
ents great importance all the 
people who are trying meet the needs 
the children every way. Some 
the schools are recognizing the impor- 
tance having small intimate rooms 
where the houseparents can visit with 
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the parents. other schools, when 
parents small children call the 
school late Sunday afternoon 
evening, they may wish the 
cottage dormitory for the purpose 
actually putting their children bed. 
schools where sufficient funds have 
not been made available for social 
worker home visiting person, the 
frequent contacts between the children’s 
parents and the houseparents help 
bridge the gap this valuable service. 
However, this does require housepar- 
ents with good background and with 
sufficient in-service preparation help 
them meet the difficult situations that 
may arise times, and that may de- 
mand greater professional skill. 

With the continuing relationship be- 
tween the houseparents and the home, 
should not the houseparents able 
become more active part the school 
team when important matters concern- 
ing the child are discussed? Many 
schools accomplish this rather in- 
formal basis. But houseparents are 
able function more effectively, surely 
the schedule activities will make 
possible for them sit down meet- 
ings more often with other pertinent 
members team when specific prob- 
lems children are discussed. 

Houseparents who are able believe 
the function the residential school 
and who feel secure, and not too afraid 
the hard work that involved the 
job, can discuss frankly with the parents 
many problems that are important 
them. They can discuss the fact that 
life the dormitory, where larger num- 
bers children live together, not the 
same that the homes from which 
the children come; that food cooked 
large quantities may not seem the 
same the children but that they will 
learn eat and enjoy many more kinds 
food than might true when 
small home where their desires can 
met more easily. This common ground 
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helps clear many common miscon- 
ceptions that can cause tension and un- 
easiness the parents. can learn 
that there often real growth for 
handicapped children when they accept 
situations that are involved the give 
and take group living, often through 
the discussion such factors the very 
size the family dormitory com- 
pared with the home. can realized 
through discussion that there are many 
more opportunities learn 
larger group people and help each 
them gain Certainly, 
there question but that the larger 
number children can lead greater 
independence 
can also greater opportunity for 
these children share with each other 
their toys and treats well their ex- 

houseparents grow their under- 
standing the opportunities 
jobs, they will recognize the importance 
learning from each other. will 
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surely learn the importance objec- 
tivity, and they read and confer with 
professional people, they will able 
appreciate the importance objectiv- 
ity and confidence handling what 
sometimes very intimate information. 
These necessary virtues and competen- 
cies will then transmitted the par- 
ents the children well the 
children themselves. the very ex- 
ample houseparents who recognize 
the importance respect for the chil- 
dren and their problems, and absolute 
responsibility for confidential informa- 
tion concerning them, the important 
home and school relations can function 
more 

seems very important for house- 
parents recognize that whether 
good bad, the home influence and 
the background the preschool years 
basic the lives the children. 
These various backgrounds and experi- 
ences the children are ever-present 
the dormitory, and all problems can 
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dealt with more effectively when these 
factors are appreciated. The housepar- 
ent who not really the parent the 
child must try love and understand 
the child much possible, but must 
feel the importance keeping alive 
the home ties for every child. 

Good home and school relations seem 
function best when teachers and 
houseparents recognize that they both 
can grow objectivity and understand- 
ing the potential their school for 
every child. They are the team to- 
gether with one common interest—the 
child. Therefore, they will equally 
proud the young adult who returns 
the school and inquires about both 
them. His feelings concerning his 
school will then result from the work 
both his teachers and 
parents. 


Joint Conferences 


our schools might well 
consider making possible frequent con- 
ferences where the appropriate teacher 
and the parents and the houseparent 
sit down together and discuss the child’s 
goals, recognizing that there three- 
man team work the program 
providing complete and continuing 
education for the child. Some these 
conferences could arranged the 
beginning close the school year, 
prior vacation periods. Perhaps 
this could done through the arrange- 
ment free periods for teachers when 
parents are invited visit the school. 
All types problems can discussed 
such conferences appropriate va- 
cation activities, whether not too 
little too much being expected 
the child, and the child’s health and 
well-being. ‘There can growth for 
all concerned such ex- 
change ideas. 

should stated here that there 
obligation the part the au- 
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thorities the school realize that 
many times when parents come the 
school they have incurred expense 
both money and time, and the school 
should try very hard make the par- 
ents’ time the school valuable 
them. Not only should they made 
feel welcome, but they should have 
the opportunity discuss their feelings 
about the child, and his program, 
well try know how they may 
able co-operate greater extent 
with those responsible for their child’s 
education. There also should oppor- 
tunities for the parents observe 
much possible the regular activities 
the child his school program. For 
most the children our schools, 
visits from parents are very infrequent, 
and when they occur every effort should 
made make them productive. 

Parents who visit the school and are 
permitted see the program action 
can aware the fact that all the 
work the classroom really begins 
home and the dormitory. arithme- 
tic, for example, learning begins with 
the evaluation size and shape ob- 
jects the dormitory, well their 
distance and their accessibility the 
child. Social aptness also begins the 
same atmosphere where 
serve the activities others 
ticipate all types activities, they 
learn independent and thoughtful 
others. Background science can 
begin with the numerous opportunities 
for taking care pets, planting seeds 
and watering plants, preparing food 
and sharing with others. All the 
curriculum areas such language, art 
and health provide experiences through- 
out the entire school plant children 
are really living and growing. Parents 
can learn through their visits the 
school that both home and school are 
really the laboratories for the education 
their children. 

Parents children enrolled 
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dential schools can gain much from the 
written reports which are sent them 
concerning their children. Since many 
them see their children far too infre- 
quently, the responsibility the house- 
parents and the teachers compile 
meaningful report even greater than 
would these children were at- 
tending regular public school and re- 
turning their homes each evening. 
hopeful note that grading report 
cards shifting from the subject-matter 
type grade the letter type report 
which really indicates the child’s achieve- 
ment. highly important that 
recognize that these reports must 
honest but supportive, that can 
very skillful pointing out weaknesses 
way that will inspire improve- 
ment, and that can give praise 
source encouragement. There are 
numerous ways which can help 
parents through our written 


Orienting the Parents 


very good technique for schools 
consider helping parents their un- 
derstanding their children their 
school programs invite the parents 
spend the night the school and 
through the regular routine with the 
child. schools where parents have 
had this opportunity, they have ex- 
pressed great appreciation for the 
the school. They have better under- 
standing dormitory living, the work 
the houseparents, and the relation 
the dormitory the total school pro- 
gram. 

The school paper another source 
good home and school relations. ‘The 
dormitory news section can most 
valuable parents must continue 
interested the activities their chil- 
dren. Also, postal card sent parents 
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when their child participating pro- 
grams other activities interest 
and may also encourage the parents 
make extra visit the school 
present for this important occasion 
the child’s life. 

The school, through its active report- 
ing parents, can also encourage the 
same meaningful reporting the school 
from the parents and the children dur- 
ing the summer. Our schools really need 
make more use the information 
about the children during vacation pe- 
riods. This type information gives 
clues the carry-over cer- 
tain social activities the school. The 
informal summer reporting may also 
contribute important health informa- 
tion. For instance, certain medical 
recommendations were made, good 
know whether not they were car- 
ried out. 

There are numerous other techniques 
and the large number schools this 
country have much offer through the 
sharing their resources and experi- 
portant service the houseparents 
given greater emphasis, will able 
develop more ways helping them, 
and shall able attract and hold 
these valuable people our school 
systems. 

attempt has been made 
discussion stress the importance 
working relations the 
houseparents, the cottage housepar- 
ent staff, and the teachers these chil- 
dren. When children’s lives are our con- 
cern, cannot confine ourselves our 
keep faith with the parents and give 
the child his opportunity grow and 
develop under favorable circumstances, 
home-school relations will require our 
best efforts and our active support. 
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School Nurse Looks Houseparents’ Problems 


FRANKIE COLEMAN 


SCHOOL NURSE HAS wonderful oppor- 
tunity work with houseparents. 
the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving 
School work nurse especially 
stimulating because the interest and 
co-operation shown the houseparents 
and also because the excellent medi- 
cal facilities available our school 
through the Iowa State University Hos- 
pital City. therefore possi- 
ble for receive all types medical 
services needed the children and 
follow with the houseparents the 
medical information which they need 
quately. 

The ophthalmologist responsible for 
the eye care the children our 
school the staff the University 
Hospital, and comes the school 
with members his staff least twice 
each year. sees all the children 
and requests that every child needing 
additional treatment sent the hos- 
pital according schedule. ‘Thus 
are able plan our medical program 
and discuss the needs the children 
with their parents. 

also have very competent school 
physician who comes the school hos- 
pital almost every day, and other 
times call. and are able see 
all children needing service and 
can keep valuable records them. 

have also the past taken ad- 
vantage psychological and psychiatric 
services from the University Hospital. 
feel very fortunate that the children 
who enroll our school can have access 
very thorough health service, and 
that can conduct program which 
includes good diagnostic service, medi- 
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cal care, and follow-up. apparent 
from this introduction that first in- 
terest would the health and general 
welfare the children. 

Health has been defined that con- 
dition bodily soundness 
all functions are performed normally 
state well-being and freedom 
from disease. Therefore, who deal 
with visually handicapped boys and 
girls must first all concede that be- 
cause the very nature their handi- 
cap our children are not complete 
state good health. Yet, know that 
given love, understanding, patience, 
and trust, they will grow healthy 
social personalities. know this be- 
cause see them doing it. 

You houseparents hold one the 
most important positions the resi- 
dential school. From you the child 
learns not the three R’s but rather 
way behaving toward his friends, 
Here learns how accept success 
and failure; what can and can- 
not do. the residential school will 
talk about home and try bring to- 
gether his and 
school. Here your common meeting 
ground with his parents, but always 
remember that only loan from 
his first and foremost 
their child. Let not forget that 
this atomic age, where patterns fam- 
ily living may have changed, parents’ 
care and anxiety for their children have 
not changed. 

child care and each child’s 
way growing—physically, mentally, 
and emotionally—must considered. 
must remember that what not ac- 
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ceptable behavior school may ab- 
solutely acceptable home. 

far the physical aspect con- 
cerned, the children our school are 
assured adequate housing, nutrition 
and clothing. Also the medical care that 
available. This, course, includes pre- 
vention avoidable infections, care 
during illness, correction certain 
physical defects, and eye care insure 
keeping and using what vision they 
have for the longest possible time. 
also provide for cosmetic care, squint 
surgery, removal useless 
sightly eyes and replacement with well- 
fitting prosthesis. feel that, cases 
where dark glasses improve appearance 
and not exclude what little vision 
there is, should encourage the use 
comfortable dark glasses. also 
recognize that important for the 
child grows older and may have 
questions asked about his glasses, un- 
just great importance are the feel- 
ings the members his family re- 
gard the use his tinted 

The child who wears artificial eyes 
should taught early how remove 
the eye, cleanse the socket and replace 
the eye. This year was possible for 
teach charming little five-year old 
girl this. She will, course, need 
help and understanding for some time, 
but she proud being able this 
and has taken big step the road 
that leads independence. 


Study Group 


our school, growing awareness 
that were not adequately 
the children’s emotional needs led 
study group. don’t call in- 
service training course, but that what 
really is. administration 
been most helpful providing tape 
recordings, films, books, magazines, and 
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materials for our use. Time has been 
arranged for members the teaching 
staff meet with us. For example, one 
young man, himself graduate 
school for the gave very good 
talk his reactions institutional liv- 
ing. Another excellent program which 
enjoyed very much was provided 
the vocational guidance director the 
school. discussed with the goals 
his program and the use objective 
tests and other methods studying the 
pupils and helping them plan not only 
for their school years but for their lives 
future adults. 

The physical have 
type intramural play for leisure-time 
activity the dormitories. 

one meeting good lively discus- 
sion discipline resulted the 
playing some tape recordings made 
three specialists child welfare 
from the University Minnesota. This 
Friday morning, and several parents 
younger children were permitted 
share the discussion. With the super- 
intendent and the principal the 
school present, were able make 
real contribution our own thinking. 

Last year the group enrolled cor- 
respondence course child care and 
welfare through the Extension Depart- 
ment nearby University Minne- 
sota. This was growing experience 
for all us. Through this systematic 
plan study, are able read to- 
gether and evaluate our 
grams terms what the authorities 
making our reading list thought. 
were able share learning experi- 
ence and were able discuss many 
our actual problems. 

This year there excellent oppor- 
tunity for houseparents and teachers 
professional meetings. Relief 
supervisors were provided that all 
houseparents could attend the evening 
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lecture meetings the faculty club. 
These meetings were always open 
the houseparents who happened 
free, but the first time that all have 
been able attend. 

There some help that, feel, 
the basis experience, houseparent 


may receive from the school nurse. 
dormitory, she can keep for the 
houseparents such information (1) 
those children who have epilepsy; (2) 
progressive eye conditions; (g) painful 
eye conditions; (4) multiple handicaps 
(for example, orthopedic correction for 
all new shoes); (5) problems related 
bed-wetting. She should able help 
with constructive suggestions how 
handle specific cases. She can always 
keep mind that most instances 
bed-wetting the problem psychologi- 
cal. Scolding and punishment most 
instances will avail. The child 
who afflicted needs kindness, love, 
and understanding, for deeply 
disturbed child. Since ashamed 
and unhappy, scolding and punishment 
will only increase the problems which 
resulted bed-wetting. 

also know that these practical mat- 
ters sound much easier than they really 
are. recognize the great problems that 
exist coping with the large amount 
laundry and the time and energy 
requires. time, however, your pa- 
tience will rewarded. 

Sex problems and questions concern- 
ing them must considered part 
the child’s total life adjustment. Mastur- 
bation and some exploration must 
expected. Sometimes hard for many 
realize that isn’t the fact 
child’s masturbating that causes harm 
but rather our methods dealing with 
it. many instances our efforts 
eradicate what consider bad habit 
may cause become more deeply 
seated. There also danger many 
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our unwise methods punishment. For 
instance, sending child bed pun- 
ishment may actually provide the time 
and place for very harmful behavior. 

How Help Your Child 
School, Frank and Frank say, “Doctors 
and psychiatrists have found that many 
the handicaps and defects, the mal- 
adjustments and behavior problems 
children have been produced inter- 
ference the growth process, denial 
the child’s needs, blocking and 
frustrating his potentialities. Often mal- 
adjustments that are disturbing and 
baffling adults become meaningful 
and capable readjustment when rec- 
ognized efforts the child deal 


with situations that are 
capacity.” 


Anecdotal Records 


you are not already doing it, may 
suggest that you start keeping anec- 
dotal records your children. They 
can very valuable. You may find 
through them that the child who seems 
small boy takes mud puddle 
really not the offender all. may 
actually the one who being picked 
on. would like leave you with this 
thought well expressed Applegate 
Business—our Children, 
“Young people naturally gravitate to- 
ward: (1) those who are relaxed with 
children, (2) those who are sympathetic 
without being critical, (3) grownups 
who are just, but not necessarily easy, 
(4) those who are consistent from day 
day, (5) adults who keep their prom- 
ises, (6) those who have genuine inter- 
est children’s interests, (7) adults who 
heart are children themselves, (8) 
those who know when forget and 
when remember.” 
Pictures for this symposium supplied New 


York State School for the Blind, Mr. Eber 
Palmer, Superintendent. 


209 


Selected Bibliography for Houseparents Blind Children 


Compiled Georgie Lee Abel and Pauline Moor 
Consultants Education for the American Foundation for the Blind 


INTRODUCTION 


This selected list references has been prepared result numerous requests from house- 
parents, administrators and teachers who live close blind children dormitories residential 
schools for the blind. The list has been compiled for the most part the basis the following: 

(a) The brevity the references; 

(b) the ease reading for busy houseparents; 

(c) the variety subject matter order meet the needs different age groups; 

(d) the need for professional orientation education, social work, psychology 

development; 

(e) the recognition the need the part houseparents for professional growth through 

reading. 

References which discuss the needs all children are also helpful those who attempt 
serve blind children. These are also presented the result our belief that blind children living 
institutions have the same needs for help from professional workers that children experience 
who live all other types institutions. 

The division lists into small sections made only perhaps quicker source reference 
houseparents with different types problems. they attempt meet their specific needs 
some extent through professional reading, hoped that the divisions will some assistance. 


SECTION Special Interest All Houseparents 


Because the discussion the houseparents’ responsibility, the problems grouping chil- 
dren, and other factors group living they affect children, this section should present both 
challenge and some helpful suggestions the houseparent looks himself terms his 
responsibility the group children assigned. 


Creative Group Living Children’s Edited Susanne Schulze. 221 $5.00. 
Association Press, 291 Broadway, New York 1951. Chapters and 

The Housemother’s Guide. Edith Stern. Commonwealth Fund, 57th 
Street, New York 22, 1946. 

The Houseparent’s Role. Minnie Kelley. Journal the Child Welfare League America, 
Inc., Vol. XXIX No. April 1950, Child Welfare League America, West 4oth 
Street, New York 18, 

Forty-Five the Family. Eva Burmeister. Columbia University Press, 413 West 117th 
Street, New York, $3.50. 

The Care Children Institutions, Reading Guide. Martin Gula. Depart- 
ment Health, Education, and Welfare. 1954. 


n 


SECTION Those Who Would Like Read the General Area Child Develop- 
ment and Related Areas 


Healthy Personality for Every Child. Midcentury White House Conference Children 
and Youth. Health Publications Institute, Inc. 1951. 

Introduction Child Study. Ruth Strang. 705 Macmillan Company, 1951. 

These Well-Adjusted Children. Grace Langdon and Stout. $3.75. John Day Company, 
Inc., 45th Street, New York 19, 1951. 

Feelings Are Facts. Margaret Heaton. Intergroup Education Pamphlet, National Con- 
ference Christians and Jews, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, 

Understanding Children’s Behavior. Parent-Teacher Series. Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York. 1949. 
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Teacher Listen—The Children Speak. James Hymes, Jr. Committee Mental Health 
the State Charities Aid Association, 105 Street, New York 10, 1949. 

Understanding Your James Hymes, Jr. 188 Prentice-Hall, Inc., Fifth Avenue, 
New York, $2.95. 1952. 


Houseparents Who Fecl the Need Read Concerning Discipline 


the important area relationship between houseparents and children times when 
things may not going too well, there often desire examine the approach, and gain 


whatever help may available from professional thinking. These short references are suggested 
for such needs. 


Pound Prevention, How Teachers Can Meet the Emotional Needs Young Children. 
James Hymes, Jr. Committee Mental Health, State Charities Aid Association, 
105 Street, New York 10, 1947. 

Discipline, Interpretation. The Association for Childhood Education, 1201 16th Street, 
N.W., Washington $.25. 1944. 

How Discipline Your Children. Dorothy Public Affairs Committee No. 

54. Public Affairs Pamphlets, 38th Street, New York 16, 

Discipline. James Hymes, Jr. $.60. Teachers College, Columbia University, New York. 1951. 

Discipline For Today’s Children And Youth. George Sheviakov and Fritz Redl. $.50. 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, N.E.A., 1201 16th Street, N.W., 

Discipline the Child Care Institution. David Hallowitz and William Singer. $.45. Child 
Welfare League America. 1950. 


1v—For Those Who Need Help with Play and Recreation for Young Children. 


All houseparents young children are faced with the necessity help children plan and 
enjoy their leisure hours. These references should offer some suggestions well ideas con- 


cerning philosophy which relates the children’s real need for play contributes his 
growth and development. 


Games for Quiet Hours and Small Spaces. National Recreation Association, 315 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, 1938. 

Games for Children. National Recreation Association, 315 Fourth Avenue, New York, 
1943. 

Play: Yardstick Growth. Clara Play Schools Association, Inc., 1841 Broad- 
way, New York, 1938. 

Home Play. $.75. National Recreation Association. 1945. 

Play: Child’s Way Growing Up. Clara Lambert. $.40. Play Schools Association, Inc., 
119 57th Street, New York 19, 1947. 

The Wise Choice Toys. Ethel Kawin. University Chicago Press, Chicago 37, 

McCall’s Giant Golden Make-It Book. $2.95. Simon Schuster, Fifth Avenue, New York, 


n 
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Miscellaneous List Just Case There Desire Read Further. 


This list gives some references which offer help houseparents older children and sug- 
gests some topics which have not been covered previous references. presents some references 
which should help houseparents desiring assist with problems the area sex 
education. also presents some references for those houseparents who are concerned over the 
educational programs the children living their various dormitories cottages where there 
study hour, where considerable amount time spent joint participation between 
the teachers and the houseparents the educational programs the children. 


The Adolescent and His World. Irene Josselyn. $1.75. Family Service Association 
America. 1952. 


Psychosocial Development Irene Josselyn. $1.75. Family Service Association 
America. 1948. 
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Family Life Education. (Special issue “Family Service Highlights,” February 1953). 


Family Service Association America. 1953. 


Parents and Teachers Partners. Eva Grant. Science Research Associates, Inc., 


Grand Ave., Chicago 10, Illinois. 1952. 


Additional Science Research Associates booklets follows: 


Your Real Interests 
Days 

#510—Growing Socially 
Ahead Marriage 
#512—Money And You 

#516—Our World Work 
#560—High School Handbook 
#567—Where Are Your Manners? 
#593—What Honesty? 

#700—Your Taste And Good Design 
#704—Your Club Handbook 
#708—Parenthood 
#803—Baby-Sitters’ Handbook 
#804—Building Your Philosophy Life 
Children Start Dating 
#734—Clubs Are Fun 


Selected Papers Casework, National Conference Social Work, Columbus, Ohio, 1951. 


Education for Responsible Parenthood—Grace Mayberg. 18. 

Homemaker Service Method Serving Children—Margaret Fitzsimmons. 32. 

Meeting the Mental Health Needs Children School Today: Psychiatric Implications 
for the Practice School Social Work—Jules Coleman, M.D. 7o. 

Casework Services Today Institutions for Delinquent Children—Norman Lourie. 

Discussion Casework Services Today Institutions for Delinquents—Alan Keith-Lucas. 

Casework Methods and Psychological Selection Adoption Applicants— 

Long-Time Temporary Placement Children—Mary Lewis. 151. 


Exploring Nature With Your Child. Dorothy Edwards Shuttlesworth. The Greystone Press, 


100 Sixth Ave., New York 13, 1952. 


How Study the Behavior Children. Driscoll. Teachers College, Columbia University, 


New York. 1950. 


Being Good James Hymes, Jr. Teachers College, Columbia University, New 


York. 1951. 


When Children Ask About Sex. The Child Study Association America, Inc., 132 74th 


Street, New York 21, 1953. 


Children And You, Primer Child Care. Eva Knox Evans. Putnam’s Sons, New 


York. 1943. 


The Controversial Problem Discipline. Katherine Wolf, Child Study Center, Yale 


University. The Child Study Association America, 132 74th Street, New York 21, 
1953- 


Growing The World Today. $.25. The Massachusetts Society for Social Hygiene, 1145 


Little Bldg., Boston 16, Mass. 1949. 


Children Who Hate. Fritz and David Wineman. $3.50. The Free Press, Glencoe, 1951. 
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From Many Friends Helen Keller— 
GREETINGS! 


Hosts Miss Keller’s friends will wish greet her her memor- 
able seventy-fifth birthday anniversary. Here comparative few 
have been able within the allotted pages. Many among 
them are persons who have organizational affiliations, and prac- 
tically all these Miss Keller connected official honorary 
capacity. 

The outgoing personality Miss Keller captivates all who 
meet her; those who are privileged her personal friends 
testify the deepening endearment with which their friendship 
grows. 

word about the variety approaches these published 
greetings and tributes: Whether they are the second third 
person—and both forms are used—or whether they are reminis- 
cences formal intimate, little momentous, gay serious, 
whether they are expressive admiration respect, they are 
heart all open greetings her, and they convey congratulations 
and good wishes. 

All imply love for her for being herself; all imply honor her 
for her personal achievements spite devastating difficulties; 
all imply gratitude her for her immeasurable service handi- 
capped people. 

Each writer was invited draw freely his individual experi- 
ences related Miss Keller, recalling aspects more less unique 
their relationship; the result composite the great woman 
that Helen Keller is, the many facets her being. 
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Robert Barnett 


Executive Director, American Foundation for the Blind and American 


Foundation for Overseas Blind 


HELEN KELLER— 
The Heart the Foundations 


‘There one thing have learned 
about Helen Keller her capacity 
Counselor the American Foundation 
for the Blind and the American Foun- 
dation for Overseas will 
never intrude her opinion 
operational details, but when her coun- 
she never vacillates. 

Helen Keller has been helping 
guide the affairs the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind for about thirty 
years. She has been directly the pol- 
picture the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind since 
succeeded the old 
Press shortly after World War 
sense, her role difficult explain, 
and may even times difficult for 
her perform. She neither board 
member nor staff member; she not 
ofhcer the corporations; not super- 
visor director programs; not 
editor any publication. She more 
like all these things rolled into one, 
recognized with respect officer and 
employee alike. 

has been part job, then, 
know when our Counselor’s guidance, 
opinions instructions are 


sought. has been part her job 
know when she must offer whether 
sought not. normal circumstances 
the management agency, one 


might say that such situation was 
fraught with potential discord, and even 
confusion. perhaps not 
strangely when one considers Miss 
Keller’s intellect, knowledge 
stinct—it has not been so. 

That one thing have learned about 
Miss Keller’s professional nature sig- 
nificant understanding why she has 
been such influence for good the 
continuing growth and stability the 
two Foundations. When consulting with 
and staff policy decisions, 
Miss Keller never undecided. Like 
many great personalities history, she 
either strongly for against 
gram idea. the subject not new, 
one finds that she already has developed 
philosophy concerning it. the sub- 
ject new, she insists 
study. Once convinced that idea lacks 
merit, she seldom can persuaded into 
acceptance it. And many know, 
however, convinced that idea does 
have merit, she pursues its development 
with bulldog tenacity. 

Yes, Miss Keller model 
the respective responsibilities 
visors, board members, and operating 
personnel. Never let thought, how- 
ever, that she maintains lofty and un- 
realistic aloofness from practical details. 
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occasion, have known her show 
intense interest and make positive sug- 
gestions about methods research. 
have known her inquire specifically 
about such details income from in- 
vestments, relative expenditures 
Foundation programs, and even the for- 
mat publications. She shows 
tense personal interest all AFB-AFOB 
employees and when time permits fully 
enjoys tour from desk desk be- 
come acquainted with new faces. 

One might want know just how 
she works—that is, work the sense 
relationship with the office. Her 
habit, when not absent from New York 
the average about twice 
month, using headquarters cither 
the the executive director 
the delightful conference room which 
bears her name. She will receive con- 
ference anyone whose presence 
required for information instruction. 
Report report, letter letter, 
question question, she the 
problems through the expert communi- 
cation Miss Polly 
dentally, cannot help but say that this 
herself. Sometimes Miss 
‘Thomson can assist the staff making 
decisions the matter concerns some- 
thing little more personal concern 
her and Miss Keller’s life. More often 


Miss Thomson transmits the problem 
Miss Keller and Miss Keller speaks 
aloud her decision almost the 
have noted that those who can see Miss 
Keller also usually know her opinion 
her very expressive face she 
has spoken. While cannot 
face, there unmistakable evidence 
her reactions through her very move- 
ments her chair. 

cannot resist comment 
Miss Keller’s unusual sense humor. 
She not only thoroughly enjoys good 
story, but frequently turns serious 
business dilemma into lighthearted 
chore appropriate quip. 

say that have considered 
privilege well serious responsibil- 
ity advise and advised Helen 
Keller would gross understatement. 
Even when the influence her opinion 
may have set aside own, has never 
rankled. Few men will have 
opportunity that have had learn 
from her, and grow with her subtle 
yet association. 

Helen Keller may not all those 
things mentioned earlier, but make 
mistake about it—she has 
been strong influence the molding 
own professional life. Even more, 
she and ever will the very heart 
the Foundations. 
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Nella Braddy Henney 


author Anne Sullivan Macy; intimate friend Miss Keller since 


1925, and authority her life. 


The place where Helen Keller will 
spend her birthday 
cret. conditions are ideal 
stay home, with Polly 
course, and perhaps another friend 
two, but she has been known run 
away escape the fanfare. Last sum- 
mer she took refuge with the hills, 
she was great need quiet 
continue task that had been her 
mind for many years, She was writing 
book about Anne Sullivan Macy, and 
that morning when gathered around 
congratulate her she was not think- 
ing June 27, 1954, but more 
important date, her “soul’s birthday,” 
March 1887, the day her teacher came 
her Alabama. 

Helen’s celebrity and her handicaps 
make her seem formidable guest 
those who not know her and many 
our friends said “How brave you 
when told them that she was 
going with while. But Helen 
had visited past years and 
knew already that one adapts her- 
self more quickly the layout and rou- 
tine another house and that one 
more eager help with the ordinary 
chores like making beds, capping straw- 
berries, bringing wood, and drying 
dishes. knew that there was diet 
problem, for she has adventurous 
appetite and will eat anything; 
entertainment problem, for, always, 
she would have work and for re- 
laxation one her braille books 
read. Last summer was 
“History England.” 

showed her the way 
bedroom the study 


made changes the furniture along 
her path, for once she had gone over 
she was able alone, guiding 
herself bureau, the stair rail, 
heavy chair two, and the lie the 
rugs underfoot. pushed low stools 
out the way and, least for the 
duration her visit, kept magazines 
and newspapers off the floor. That was 

She braille notes with her 
and she stayed the typewriter (my 
typewriter) between six and seven hours 
day. Too long, thought, but 
knew that these were her normal work- 
ing hours. She was deeply absorbed, but 
twice day, rain shine, went for 
walk. She was very surefooted whether 
were crossing rocky field, climbing 
gravelly slope, sliding over pine 
needles the forest. made com- 
ments the distant scene, but she was 
aware what lay close hand 
and sometimes more so. She was more 
conscious fragrance and could 
often follow her nose unsuspected 
patches mint and wintergreen and 
tansy. 

The season had been wet and 
were plagued with black flies and mos- 
quitoes. They bit Helen much 
they did the rest and she scratched 
much, but with 
Because the continued rain, mush- 
rooms had sprung everywhere and, 
rather priding ourselves our 
edge, husband and brought them 
her. never had chance show 
off, for put them her hand she 
identified them one one: Boletus, 
Morel, Campestris, Peziza, Russula, and 
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many others. She even knew the deadly 
Amanita, the Destroying Angel, which 
did not bring. And had been more 
than forty years since she had walked 
the gathering 
mushrooms for learning 
which leave and which bring 
home! 

New England community 
vacy understood and respected and 
were left ourselves. the eve- 
ning listened long-playing records, 
Helen’s hand the loudspeaker, Polly 
her side, but not touching her. 
talked about ‘Teacher who was vividly 
before because Helen’s book, 
discussed the news which lost some 
its grimness came over the 
mountains and through the forest, 
gossiped about things that were fun, 
but didn’t matter very much. 

everything that forgot the world 
figure and thought only the cherished 
friend, but never forgot that 


graduation from Radcliffe cum laude 


were greatly privileged. Our senses were 
more alert, our lives fuller, and there 
was special radiance around us. 
small part this was contributed 
Polly Thomson who had been growing 
unity with Helen for forty years. 
touching and special way Teacher 
bequeathed Polly Helen, gift be- 
yond measure, and Helen 
undervalued it. Nor has 
failed realize that she has been called 
high destiny. think,” she says, 
“that this wonderful thing could have 
happened me, that should always 
with Helen.” And with love and 
humility and gratitude and dedication, 
she always there. Apart from Helen 
she charming, intelligent woman, 
keenly alive beauty its many 
forms, but that she should ever apart 
from Helen unthinkable. ‘Teacher 
said long ago, “Helen and Polly need 
each 

The radiance they shed imperish- 
able. still shines over our hills, light 
that everywhere. 


Nature many forms 
speaks Miss Keller 
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Major Migel 


Chairman the Board, American Foundation for the Blind 


For almost thirty-five years, have 
had the great pleasure knowing 
Helen Keller, and enjoying close 
and affectionate friendship with her. 

these passing years, have care- 
fully observed her devotion the cause 
the blind, her efforts 
their behalf, and her outstanding 
success furthering activities for their 
greater happiness and well-being. 

She has been inspiration not only 
the blind and deat, but all handi- 
capped peoples throughout the world, 
exemplifying she does the dominance 
the mind and spirit over the physical. 

the field education, she has en- 
couraged the establishment more and 
better schools for the deaf the 
blind, and the production steadily 


increasing volume braille literature; 
she has influenced extensive legislation 
promote their material advantage 
through special laws 
tended opportunities for gainful occu- 
pation, reduced cost transportation, 
greater benefits social security, spe- 
cial exemption from taxes—and end- 
less other ways. 

her life and her works she radi- 
ates light that has dispelled the dark- 
ness and brightened the way for thou- 
sands her fellow-deaf and blind. 

this, her seventy-fifth birthday, 
happy join her countless, ap- 
preciative friends 
Helen Keller, and the earnest prayer 
that she may granted many more 
years gratifying accomplishment. 


William Ziegler, Jr. 


President, American Foundation for the Blind, American Foundation 
for Overseas Blind, and the Matilda Ziegler Foundation 


Even before became associated with 
the American Foundation for the Blind 
1923 knew Dr. Helen Keller. Since 
that time has been privilege see 
more her. Her life has been dedi- 
cated helping others and she works 
all the time. Through her writings, 
speeches and appearances before various 
legislative bodies she has done much 
improve conditions for the sightless and 

some and arduous trip India, Burma, 
Pakistan, the Philippines and Japan. 


sure the peoples these countries 
will greatly inspired her presence. 
She approached this mission with great 
courage and keen anticipation. She has 
already carried her message hope and 
five nations the six continents. The 
world has been made better place for 
the blind because Helen Keller and 
that other gracious lady, Miss Polly 
Thomson, her devoted friend and com- 
panion. 

Greetings Helen Keller 
seventy-fifth birthday! 
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Ken McCormick 


Editor Chief, Doubleday Company, Inc., who will publish 
Miss Keller’s new book, Teacher, this fall 


have known Helen Keller for years 
through her books, and more recently 
person her editor. communi- 
cation that established with this re- 
markable woman much more inti- 
mate and overwhelming 
which normally transpires between men 
and women normal conversation. 
Her perception leaps out and meets 
you far more than half way. Her com- 
munication thought transference 
much the lightning fast communi- 
cation what said through the 


hands Polly Thomson 
Keller. 

Being Miss Keller’s 
like being with 
being who has half dozen senses de- 
nied the ordinary mortal, and who uses 
them understand more fully the 
whole riddle our existence. It’s re- 
dundant say she’s great; this self- 
evident. such nobility about 
her greatness and such overwhelming 
compassion for others who don’t have 
her desire live and know and feel. 


With Teacher the 
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Chairman, Helen 


town Alabama 


‘To you, HELEN— 
Beloved Daughter: 

Warmest greetings this your sev- 
enty-filth birthday anniversary! 

‘This expression from your hometown 
folk not just greeting; indeed 
more than that, for while are unable 
give vent our emotions written 
word for all that you have meant us, 
want again express profound 
gratitude for your world-wide contri- 
bution 

Truly, you have led thousands “out 
cal eyes, but with the eyes your soul, 
that they, too, might come know life 
its full measure. 

not believe that “Life begins 


Ivy Green 


Dewey Wilson 


Keller Property Board Miss Keller’s native 


thought that “Life begins when you be- 
for you have proved the world 
that life begins with the first breath 
birth—life potential! 

indeed significant that your life 
began the beautiful month June, 
1880, time when all nature was 
donned resplendent beauty the 
old home Green.” was 
perfect setting for the beginning one 
whose life would bless the world. The 
place your nativity— Tuscumbia, be- 
came better place because this 
occasion. 

May God continue bless and keep 
you, Helen, and may His will 
grant you many, many more happy 
birthdays, the sincere wish 
folks back home. 
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McG. Eagar, C.B.E. 
Surrey, England, with Miss Keller, Life Member the World 
Council for the Welfare the Blind, Vice-Chairman the British 
Empire Society for the Blind 


FOR HELEN KELLER 


her seventy-fifth birthday 


HELEN, DEAR, 

one your friends who greet 
you your seventy-fifth birthday 
almost royal distinction and, were 
with you this anniversary day 
which brought blessings many 
thousands handicapped people, 
would shelter behind Christopher Mar- 
lowe and beg: “Sweet Helen, make 
immortal with And you, 
dear, would glow with delight—at the 
quotation, not the request!—as you 
fitted that line its “Was 
this the face that launched thousand 
ships and burnt the topless towers 
‘That also would not inap- 
propriate. You have launched many 
lives sail over the dark waters 
despair. Your unquenchable 
enthusiasm and courage have burnt out 
host bottomless prejudices. 

you remember one Sunday morn- 
ing when came Westminster Abbey 
take you home lunch and only 
with difficulty could get you away? 
found you the Poet’s Corner after 
the morning service with learned 
Canon who was showing you the me- 
morials—Chaucer, Spenser, 
son, Pope, Dryden, Addison—not Kit 
brawl, bad lad, and never reached the 


Abbey—and, each laureled name was 
told, you crowed with joy and bubbled 
with quotations. one small head 
can hold much!” You probably re- 
member where that comes from. don’t. 
Your education, incredibly achieved, 
shames people like myself for whom 
learning should have been easy. 

you remember our leaving the car 
when were driving through Corn- 
wall because told you that 
woods the hillside were acres blue- 
bells? climbed and you “waded 
through pools phrase, 
not mine, And the seagulls Polperro, 
crying, like peevish cats, 
scented breeze? You felt the pulse 
their wings, and nearly rose from the 
ground join them. And the cattle 
Arcan who drifted across the field 
nuzzle against you when, revelling 
the rare privilege privacy, you walked 
yourself the untainted Highland 
air? 

course you remember. You have 
found joy the simple, lovely things 
life while pouring out others. 
pettiness 
have never reached your mind seared 
your soul. Humor, kindness, energy, 
found them everywhere; home, 


‘ 


all your travels, men and women 
and the books which express and 
record what human beings can and 
be. Seventy-five? That you will only 
the end the garden where you 
turn walk back again past flowers you 
have sown human lives and the 
shade the trees faith and courage 


you have planted, thinking out your 
experiences, moralizing perhaps (for 
your values are eternal) and adding 
your unique contribution the stored 
wisdom the ages. Behind you and 
still you With you and 
ever part you Polly. May your re- 
maining years long and sunny. 


One Miss many friends the world arts and letters was George Bernard 
Shaw. Lady Astor right. 


Gabriel Farrell, D.D. 


Director Emeritus, Perkins Institution 


GREETINGS FROM PERKINS 
AND SOME QUESTIONS: 

material that have written about the 
education and history the deaf-blind 
the name Helen Keller strikes re- 
sponsive chord. Much has been written 
about the gallant lady and her achieve- 
ments have been heralded all parts 
the world. But through the 
material hand there are some ques- 
tions which would like 

wonder, Helen, you remember 
that day 1887 when the girl from 
South Boston came your home 
southern You were quite 
handful the time, was reported, 
and wonder—did you feel that this 
girl from the north intended master 
you bring you release? 
April day 1887 when Anne Sullivan 
took you the pump and the splash 
cold water set free your mind, 
you remember? 

When the time came that Anne felt 
the need for resources that only es- 
tablished school could provide, was 
your idea hers that you both come 
Perkins? And when you arrived 
you were only nine; did not the 
old hotel South Boston seem bleak 
and cold compared with 
home your early childhood? ‘There 
you met Laura Bridgman who was the 
forerunner and 
progress you have far surpassed—she 
was old then, only year more live 
—was she just old lady you 
did she strike spark that urged you on? 


Recall, when reports reached 
Perkins that Ragnhild Kaata, deaf- 
blind mute Norway, had been taught 
speak, that you determined 
likewise. was brave resolve, and 
you not think that because others 
were inspired strive for that goal 
which, new Perkins and other 
schools, routine now for those whom 
call Children the Silent Night? 

There are many other questions! 
wonder why you chose the 
Cambridge Haskell School after leaving 
Perkins? chance would have been 
for the same reason that later selected 
for own children? was then and 
still excellent school which since 
your time has admitted boys. you 
think that this has made better? 
would never ask why you went Rad- 
when there were many other 
colleges from which make choice— 
was chance the lure Harvard? 

But there one question which 
cannot refrain from asking. You will 
recall that when Anne 
Perkins your home Ala- 
bama she took doll, the gift the 
girls Perkins; were today, the 
boys would probably have shared 
the presentation. had been dressed 
Laura Bridgman, genius with the 
needle which she threaded with her 
tongue. Although failed the 
entering wedge opening your impris- 
oned and restless mind did arouse 
cation was possible. But, Helen, can you 
tell me, what ever became that doll? 


Agta 


Clarence O’Connor 


President, Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf, Inc. 


KELLER: 

indeed pleasure send birth- 
day from the officers, directors 
and members the Alexander Graham 
Bell Association for the 

mere seventy-five years you have 
not only made glorious triumph over 
two the most 
known man, but have 
emerged one mankind’s greatest 
benelactors. Your story has been and 
will continue constant inspira- 
tion 

Your connection with our Association 
began when you were very young 
child, for was our founder, Alexander 


Graham Bell, who helped find your 


With Dr. Alexander Graham Bell 


first teacher. You, course, also turned 
the first sod breaking ground for the 
original Volta Bureau building 1893. 
Dr. Bell would have been pleased 
join this tribute, just would 
have been pleased know the part 
you played the rededication our 
headquarters Washington, C.— 
the Volta Bureau. still recall the thrill 
gave introduce you there. 

All are grateful for your devo- 
tion the cause the deaf and blind 
all over the world, would also like 
take this occasion thank you 
your long period service mem- 
ber our Honorary Board Directors. 

Happy Birthday! 


age with Teacher 


Milton Stauffer, D.D. 


General Secretary Emeritus, John Milton Society 


Congratulations, Helen! You have 
filled your long life with overflowing 
love and eagerness serve. was 
1948 that first witnessed the 
exhilarating effect this. Fifty thou- 
sand Japanese school children had gath- 
ered the Imperial Palace grounds 
welcome you. There had been nation- 
wide competition among them for 
song your honor. They were about 
sing this song now for the first time. 
looked your face and was radiant 
with anticipation. 

Massed bands struck the tune. Be- 
fore the children were half way through 
the singing the first stanza, you leaped 
your feet, having doubt caught 
the time beat from the vibrations, and 
swinging both arms high overhead, you 
led those 50,000 children through the 
remainder their song. The effect 
that vast assembly was indescribable. 
Their “Bluebird Happiness” not only 
had come their defeated shores for 
second time but your irrepressible love 
for them and eagerness serve them 
had wafted their 
hearts. 

During earlier days when talked 
together over the possibility, then pre- 
senting itself, your visiting other 
countries the Orient and Middle East 
besides Japan, remember well your 
sharing with two convictions con- 
cerning yourself and your life work 


which large part explain, believe, 
the secret your busy life. One was 
sense obligation laid upon you 
answer, possible, every call need, 
matter what hardship this might en- 
tail what sacrifices might demand. 
Personal risk, discomfort and weariness 
were all lost sight when love and 
duty called. The other conviction was 
but weak, imperfect 
service God’s hands. 

for your thought yourself the 
humble instrument, doubt you have 
ever give clearer testimony this than 
when you said once, part: 
rejoice that the Lord has accepted 
whatever abilities have for the libera- 
tion the blind the 
have only the spoken word, and imper- 
fectly spoken that, but 
cepted Abel’s wee lamb, Moses’ staff, 
the widow’s cruse oil, Dorcas’ needle 
for the good mankind, know 
will find new use for 
preacher. just happy witness 
the Light that God sheds upon handi- 
capped human beings throughout the 
earth only follow the thread 
Divine Love fulfillment, nothing 
else matters.” 

you, Helen, whose life cup 
overflowing love and service mil- 
lions, “Happy birthday and still hap- 
pier ones come.” 
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Baker, O.B.E. 


President, World Council for the Welfare the Blind 


Within the realm human concep- 
tion the world vast stage. all 
the nationalities and people, relatively 
few have played important role. Dr. 
Helen Keller, because her personal 
achievements, her place the hearts 
the citizens her native land and 
more recent years, her extensive jour- 
neys far places, has made for 
very definite place this stage. 

Miss Keller, world personality 
endowed with great courage and hu- 


physically handicapped people home 
and abroad. 

the historical record human 
affairs and particularly the portion de- 
voted the ever-widening horizon 
opportunity for man’s talents, Dr. Kel- 
ler will recognized one the great 
pioneers. She has been staunch ad- 
herent the principle that human tal- 
ents, whether few many, should 
encouraged their development and 
useful application. 


Miss Keller her study 
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Balboa Heights, Canal Zone 


HELEN: 


one who has been privileged 
work with you, salute you you 
enter upon your 
you mark the Golden Mile 
Stone. know how inclined you are 
shrug off birthdays—to ignore them 
distractions rather than occasions 
import, but this one you cannot escape! 

this Diamond-studded milestone 
your heart lifted up, know you 
look back, down the vista the Golden 
Years and see all that has been accom- 
plished, and the new programs for the 
blind and other handicapped persons, 
new schools and presses, extended serv- 
ices and equipped 
workers, each reflecting something 
your warm personal leadership, under- 
standing—and great love. 


Nelson Neff 
Chief CARE Missions, Region (Caribbean Area). Mr. Neff 
accompanied Miss Keller and Miss Thomson their Latin American 
tour 1953, and, earlier, their tour Japan 1948 


Those few days and evenings that 
the program “Rest Pe- 
riods” our travels—under the mis- 
taken idea that you could would rest 
—while always too brief permit full 
allow for preparation 
against the next piece work, never- 
theless were precious those who 
were trying help. 

And you enter this “rest 
your sigh, not fearful the tasks 
you assign, but rather for the drain 
your energies, and say one an- 
other, your sleeves, get out the 
ingredients for new batch 
the tools hand, (the typewriter, piles 
paper, references, notebooks) 
Helen cooking again, and with all 
burners turned top heat!” 

Leader thousand battles, saludos! 
and strength for the thousand that lie 


yet 
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Philip Platt, Ph.D. 


Executive Director, The New York Association for the Blind 


HELEN KELLER: 

spokesman for the Lighthouse that 
you have blessed from its early days with 
your guidance and prayers, send you 
our most heartfelt Your 
seventy-filth anniversary symbolizes 
beacon hope for the whole world. 

Among our most precious possessions 
are the hundreds letters between you 
and Winifred Holt and Daisy Rogers, 
which reveal your 
thusiasm helptul, encouraging 
and creative. 


was natural for Winifred Holt 
turn you, her greatest inspiration, 
whom she addressed Arch Priestess, 
was for you give her your un- 
failing support. 

‘The many times you have shed lustre 
important Lighthouse occasions will 
never forgotten. hold for you 
veneration that other person will 
ever able command. 

wish you continued joy your 
life for others. Your name indeed 
blessed. 


Helen visits veterans’ hospitals home and abroad brought comfort and hope 
hundreds wounded World War fighting men. She shown here 1946 greeting 
blinded flyer London 


‘ 
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Ailie Gillies 


Cape Regional Organizer, South African National Council for the 


Blind 


nearly five years since Helen 
Keller made her tour South Africa, 
visit which proved have one the 
most inspiring and revitalizing 
fluences the history welfare work 
for the blind and deaf the Union. 

The blind and deaf this land join 
together wishing Miss Keller the same 
happiness her birthday 
her visit here brought them. 

This anniversary happy occur- 
rence for one pauses for moment 
recall some the 
sions her visit left with us. For instance, 
one sees again the welcoming and radi- 
ant smile, the lovely blue eyes reflecting 
the inmost feelings her soul, the way 
her hands caressed the texture rose, 
her humor, her ever ready and tireless 
enthusiastic approach every incident 
the often exacting program the 
day, how she won the hearts all 
her depth understanding, and 
the moving moments her meetings 
with our handicapped citizens who were 


struggling recapture again the mean- 
ing and purpose life. 

asked her leaving South Africa 
what was the most outstanding episode 
during her visit and she quickly an- 
swered, “The 
paused moment and said, all 
the animals are free,” and she went 
tell how, her first night the 
reserve, she was roused terrific 
noise—she woke Polly Thomson and to- 
gether they clung each other the 
moonlit rondavel listening the roar 
lion, who had made kill not fifty 
yards over the fence. “Oh,” she said, 
“the power the beast, and think 
have seen kill the Game Reserve.” 

One could renewing and living 
again many incidents 


Helen Keller which the years will never 
take away. May join the world- 
wide greetings for her birthday and 
hope that yet another anniversary will 


Helen Keller met British Prime Minister 

Sir Winston Churchill and Lady Churchill, 

during her mile crusade for the blind 
this spring. 


friendly game checkers with Rob- 
ert Barnett Miss Keller’s home Con- 


necticut. 


This was Helen Keller 1887, the age 

seven. was this year that 

Anne Sullivan, first came help Helen 
overcome her handicaps. 


Miss Keller she looks today, pictured here 
with her constant companion, Miss Polly 
Thomson. 


‘ 


Peter Salmon 


Executive Director, The Industrial Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, 


New York 


Down through the centuries there 
have come great and noble individuals 
whose lives have truly benefited and 
sometimes actually altered the course 
history—such one Helen Keller. 

difficult think any advance 
work for the blind and work for 
the over the past fifty years, 
which has not been 
rectly through the efforts Helen Kel- 
ler, brought about the magic 
charm embodied her world wide 
influence. 

recall fondly and gratefully, each 
visit Helen Keller the Industrial 
Home for the Blind. particular, 
shall never forget that visit her 65th 
birthday 1945, when under her guid- 
ance and enthusiasm, formalized our 
program for the and year 
later were privileged have part with 
her the inauguration the deaf- 
Foundation for the Blind, which has 
become such vital force 


the the United States. 
Someone else might have started both 
these departments—no one did; and 
none other could give such inspiration 
and provide real hope for fulfillment 
them could Helen Keller. 

contemporary with Helen Keller! Why 
that have not accomplished even 
greater things? She has given her entire 
life service behalf the blind 
and the deaf-blind, and the rest 
will years catching with the 
goals she has set for us, but will 
our best bring about better day 
for her loved ones—the blind the 
world—and most assuredly—for 
This our pledge Helen 
Keller, salute this great American 
woman who belongs the world 
large, and yet each one who has 
the rare privilege coming under her 
influence feels the impact her great- 
ness through her simplicity, her warmth 
and her 
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Dr. Helen Keller marks the seventy- 
anniversary her birth this year. 
During her long and wonderful career 
she has become known the world 
writer, lecturer, and unfailing 
inspiration. 

The first time met Dr. Keller was 
role known less, perhaps, her fel- 
low-men—that the traveler. 

Back 1951 was the Chief Purser 
the “African Endeavor” plying 
route between Cape ‘Town and New 
York. 

When learned that Miss Keller 
and her party, consisting Miss Polly 
Thomson and Mr. Alfred Allen, were 
join for the homeward voyage 
New York there was concern the 
part the ship’s staff how best 
could assure Dr. Keller happy and 
comfortable voyage her home after 
very popular but strenuous lecture tour 
South Africa behalf the blind. 

have worried. Actually, 
the pattern was reversed, Dr. Keller and 
her charming companion, Miss 
son, proved themselves more seasoned 
and uncomplaining travelers than most 
the ship’s company. Helen and Polly 
(as came know them) were re- 
sourceful, witty and 
sessed that much overworked but 
most descriptive word—charm. 


Harry Morgan 


Dr. Keller looked forward each day 
with the unbounded zest person 
finding great, wide wonderful world 
with each turning the earth’s axis. 
The usual inconveniences life sea 
were completely ignored. perhaps 
would far more accurate say that 
Helen Keller just didn’t admit their 
existence. With her happy spirit she 
revelled each day and had time 
for the small things that irk most 
mortals. 

particularly recall her keen interest 
Island St. Helena. Miss Thomson, 
slowly discovered the appearance 
the land from the sea, spelled into Miss 
Keller’s hand. Her (Helen’s) face was 
beautiful study concentration and 
enjoyment. Miss Thomson and also 
discovered that this great lady’s 
edge this remote speck the great 
Atlantic—the scene Napoleon’s final 
exile and death—was encyclopedic. 

The sometimes-long seventeen day 
venture was ended, this time, all too 
quickly. 

Somewhere, confident, there 
heaven for pursers and sure that 
the ships they sail will always carry 
Helen Keller their celestial voyages. 

least there’s harm wishing 
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This prize winning photo captured Miss Keller conversation with her long-time friend, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, banquet New York before Miss Keller left her Far 
Eastern tour last February. 


Miss Keller with the Indian Poet Tagore during his 1930 visit the United States. 


recalling close and warm friend- 
ship with Helen, the thing that im- 
pressed most for many years the 
courage, quiet strength and cheerfulness 
that she has always applied every 
occasion crisis went through to- 
gether. 

the early days our association, 
had not only sick eyes 
care for, but also some depression and 
problems temperament deal with. 
Helen was always tower strength 
when difficulties arose. When 
rangements for trip Scotland had 
last minute, refused go, Helen took 
this her stride. true that most 
our contacts have been first through 
Teacher, and later through Polly, and 
usually when some medical psycho- 
logical problem had arisen. she wrote 
the fly her Journal which she 
gave me, dear Conrad, who for- 
ever associated with 


‘most sacred memories.” 


Her encouragement Teacher and 
through the trying time Mrs. 
Macy’s eye surgery 1929, and her joy 
when some improvement the eye 
condition and vision were obtained, 
are remembered with deep gratitude. 


Conrad Berens, M.D. 


Dr. Berens, ophthalmic surgeon, has known Miss Keller for over 
years Mrs. Anne Sullivan Macy’s physician. Managing 
Director the Ophthalmic Foundation, Inc. 


eyes, and visit Helen and 
Mrs. Macy, worked hard 
finger alphabet that might have 
direct communication, but Helen never 
thought much ability and had 
many good laughs over mistakes, 

How closely our mutual love for Anne 
Sullivan Macy had bound was forci- 
bly brought home held her 
hand during the first showing her 
motion picture titled “The Uncon- 

After Teacher passed away and Polly 
took over remarkably, have had 
new cause for mutual concern because 
Polly’s great ability, courage and her 
willingness always take more than 
she should. 

Helen has given much inspiration 
throughout the world that many not 
realize the courage she 
gives those who have healthy eyes 
but need the kind vision she inspires 
carry for the good humanity. 

edge this debt Helen, her 
and Polly, her loyal and devoted com- 
panion. 
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Beath 


Chief Librarian, Canadian National Institute for the Blind 


appreciation 


Helen Keller, the most renowned 
handicapped person 
world, has been glowing beacon 
the deaf and the blind, and especially 
those with the double handicap 
deafness and blindness like herself. Her 
book, The Story Life, telling 
Anne Sullivan coming 
Institution for the Blind Boston, 
teach the little Southern girl who could 
neither hear nor see, inflamed the in- 
terest the public. was read with 
avidity for the warmth its human 
experience. The struggle the affec- 
tionate little girl win through her 
barriers, was infinitely appealing. 

Helen Keller has traveled into many 
lands further the cause the handi- 
capped. She has been heaped with hon- 
ors for the good she has done, through 
her lectures and her books, 


thousands her admirers, she still 


Helen Keller 


thought the little girl who, through 
the loving guidance her teacher, and 
her own glowing courage, won freedom 
from her twin handicaps. 

The greatest need the field work 
for the blind today, not training for 
the blind people themselves, but educa- 
tion the public the potentiali- 
ties the blind. There still high 
degree resistance among employers, 
against granting blind people the right 
work equal terms with their 
sighted brothers. single person has 
made greater contribution this 
field public relations than Helen 
Keller. Because her, there more 
understanding the blind less 
pity, there more admiration and less 
condescension. 

We, the blind people Canada, 
add our meed gratitude this great 
woman shining Faith and Courage. 
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Mason Bigelow 


President, National Society for the Prevention Blindness 


Miss KELLER: 

great privilege extend the 
best wishes and congratulations the 
National Society for the Prevention 
day and your having devoted 
many years service the blind and 

Honorary Vice President the 
National Society for the Prevention 
Blindness you have helped promote 
eye research and stimulate the de- 
velopment programs for the 
detection disabling eye conditions, 
treatment visually handicapped per- 
sons prevent blindness bring 
about improvement and 
tion sight, and provide educational 
facilities for visually 
sons. You have carried the message not 
only every part the United States 
but throughout the world, the 


organization national societies for 
the prevention blindness many 
other countries bear witness the in- 
spiration which you have given leaders 
wherever you have gone. 

You have often pointed 
“many human eyes are needlessly lost 
which, right corrective and preventive 
methods were employed, 
saved the service the world.” Much 
progress has been made but far more 
remains done reduce the lag 
the application scientific knowledge 
already available. 

Your cherished occasional visits the 
National Society’s meetings have been 
incentive the Board Directors 
gram you would want, and hope 
that may have many more years 
your shining leadership. 


With the President 1954 
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Ruth Barrett 


Secretary, Work for the Blind, American Bible Society 


HELEN: 

Welcome home, royal traveler. 
nice have you back for your birth- 
day. have been trying follow you 
each step the way this, your latest 
venture, but usual has been difficult 
keep with your pace! Ever since 
you New York have been screen- 
ing the newspapers and keeping our 
ears open for radio reports your 
passed when one the Bible House 
family did not ask “Where Helen 
“How long she away?” 
“Did you see her picture 
morning’s paper? 

hope you wore your lovely blue 


dress and hat and 
brought this outfit back with you, 
becoming. 

keep wondering how many hearts 
have been stirred the warm clasp 
your hand this time and how many 
thousands have been inspired your 
very presence their midst. 

you get settled down your 
typewriter begin another book, please 
remember that you and Polly and 
have special belated date celebrate. 
You know you are still Guiding 
Star. 

With love and 
greetings from all your friends here, 
including ME! 


domestic role 
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this joyous occasion, your seventy- 
five years courageous and generous 
living celebrate, find myself reliving 
those wonderfully happy moments 
Jo’s studio, when you talked with such 
wisdom and humor about lite and art. 
You wandered about the studio recog- 
nizing portrait Thoreau, remarking 
the pensive mood bust Sir 
touched his head, that President Roose- 
velt seemed younger than when you last 
saw him. 

cannot tell you how much your 


Florence Davidson 
(Mrs. Davidson, Paris) 


responsiveness his sculpture meant 
one the reasons for the great friend- 
ship between you was your ability really 
understand and feel his work. 
What wonderful moment 
Helen, when Florence, you, Polly, 
and went visit the Villa Medici. 
stood there and watched you, as, 
with your intelligent hands, you felt 
those noble forms. Our emotion was 
and said, “Helen has shown Michel- 
angelo have never seen him betore.” 


Richard Kinney 


Deaf-blind instructor, The Hadley School for the Blind, graduate 


Mount Union College, 1954 


Five years ago, Miss Keller, you re- 
ceived Christmas greeting from 
over the signature, “One who owes you 
much.” You replied: cannot imagine 
what you owe me, but certainly the joy 
had the Blessed Day was sweetened 

the time had just finished read- 
ing The Story Life and was 
thinking the gratitude and all other 
handicapped people owe you for the 
challenge your example. Who else 
has clearly shown that develop- 
ment the mind the best compensa- 
tion for physical handicaps, that 
edge key unlock all doors, that 
sight? 


Great this general debt is, neither 
you nor could then foresee the specific 
one was owe you. Because you 
were not satisfied ascend the foothills 
knowledge, but pressed pano- 
ramic heights, scholarship commem- 
orating your triumph had even then 
been set help other doubly handi- 
capped students advance their educa- 
tion. This scholarship, together with 
techniques first pioneered you, was 
help make possible your letter last 
year, beginning, 
pleasure learn that you are graduate 

once again, blessed and happy 
day, accept abiding thanks—from one 
who owes you much. 
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Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 


Helen Keller has devoted her 
helping handicapped people. Griev- 
ously handicapped herself she has sur- 
mounted difficulties which weaker and 
less courageous person would never have 
tried surmount. Now her seventy- 
filth year she has just made world 
tour for the benefit all handicapped 
people all nations. She has tried 
demonstrate statesmen who may 
blind that handicapped 
worth saving, that they have contribu- 
tion make the world and the best 


way she can this appear 
them person, she has just done 
with her devoted friend her side. This 
was light journey the age 
seventy-five. took courage and real 
fortitude but both these Helen Kel- 
ler has abundance, and above all else 
she has the interest all human beings 
who suffer anywhere the world 
heart. 

wish Miss Keller many more years 
which serve humanity and may 
God give her health and strength. 


Lal Advani 


Ministry Education, New Delhi, India. (Written while Miss 
Keller and Miss Thomson were India this Spring) 


For many years have been looking 
forward the visit Dr. Helen Keller 


India. are very happy and proud 


indeed have her with 
moment. Her visit has been source 
terested the welfare the handi- 
capped but the Indian people 
general. has certainly deepened and 
expanded national interest the cause 
the handicapped and, what more, 
she has impressed everyone living 
symbol the triumph human spirit 
over nature’s most awful handicaps and 
thus brought joy and comfort them. 
Her remarkable vitality and endurance, 


cause suffering humanity, 
resistible personal charm and her catho- 
lic outlook life have endeared her 
all those who have had the privilege 
meeting her. our Vice-President, 
Dr. Radhakrishnan, remarked the 
occasion the Delhi University Con- 
vocation, when the honorary degree 
Litt. was conferred her, her eyes 
are “turned inwards” which give her 
truer vision the world and its values. 

the name all the people India 
and the handicapped particular, 
whose service she has dedicated her 
life, greet her the occasion 
her seventy-fifth birthday and wish her 
many happy returns. 
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Many friends Miss Keller who 
have visited her attractive home have 
enjoyed the beautiful art treasures dis- 
plaved there. Though these 
ures come from many countries, the 
largest number are Japanese art objects. 
Among the ivory carvings, there one 
statue girl which she admired very 
much and was given Prince and 
Princess ‘Takamatsu the royal family. 

These art objects are skillfully dis- 
played through the artistry Miss 
Thomson that each room 
place the harmonious atmosphere 
the whole house. 

Why has Miss Keller admired and 
loved the art Japan? answer 
simple one. Miss Keller and Japanese 
art share spiritual quality. Japanese 
art simple, quiet, poetic and religious 
nature—qualities which please Miss 
Keller’s aesthetic taste perfectly. 

Her sensitivity when touching art 
objects has helped her discover many 


Shinzo Shirae 


New York merchant and authority Japanese art 


unseen qualities beauty which some- 
times can’t see. almost seems that 
she finds something more than mere 
beauty object. There might 
qualities she can relate her religious 
faith above and beyond the aesthetic. 
Her spiritual approach life naturally 
enters into her appreciation art, and 
especially the art Japan. 

Kanjiro Kawai, one the celebrated 
sented Helen Keller with 
tery panel carrying his particular blue 
glaze, and his own inscription which 
reads: 


see unhealthy things, 
Can’t hear unpleasant things, 
Lucky lady Miss Keller.” 


Certainly Miss with 
beauty her daily life, and every min- 
ute her life crowded with beautiful 
things. 
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Dear Helen— 

This congratulate you your 
birthday. Congratulate you 
fellow-creatures who have been lucky 
enough have had contact with you. 
remember first awareness you 
many years ago when saw some 
magazine enchanting picture 
around her and part her talking 
Alexander 
with her hands! And that, dear Helen, 
was you. Your hands—I wonder you 
realize what miraculous hands they are! 
All have hands and for most 


Katharine Cornell 


they are pedestrian hands, perform- 
ing the pedestrian duties that hands do. 
There are exceptions, course: the 
writer, the artist, the musician—but 
your hands transcend all them. With 
your hands you see and hear—they 
touch life—they listen—they give and 
have given for over half century joy 
and comfort, humor and understanding 
countless multitudes. 

And dear friend, give you 
congratulatory embrace, may also 
salute those hands that have brought 
well such sympathy and fun 
well sharpening zest for being. 
God Bless You. Happy 
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What she saw post-war Europe heightened Helen conviction that her work 


could never end. She shown here 1946, visiting war crippled, deaf and blind children 
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Editorially Speaking 


Dear Helen Keller: 


You are having notable birthday 
anniversary this month. colleagues 
are delighted greet you. Congratu- 
lations your completion 
quarters century magnificent liv- 
ing, and may God grant you many 
more happy years! 

speak unnumbered thousands 
would do, when tell you what you 
the young and the old towns and 
hamlets, farms and cities throughout 
the land and indeed throughout the 
world remark upon the emotion 
that your name carries us. 

reminiscence are back 
earlier years this The com- 
pletion your college course widely 
noted, and your writings and lectures 
have already brought you well-earned 
fame for your perception and your in- 
dependent thinking. about 1911- 
world small isolated town the 
Middle West you are first perceived. 
inspired fifth-grade teacher Indi- 
ana school presents you her class 
indelible example courage, de- 
termination and achievement against 
heavy odds. Your name assumes the 
child’s mind, quite without respect 
chronology specific causation, the 
same romantic quality those Flor- 
ence Nightingale and Joan Arc, 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and Pat- 
rick Henry and others. 

the years come and the land- 
marks you erect your creative life 
repeatedly are engraved our con- 
sciousness, and 
legend childhood gradually gives way 


JUNE, 1955 


reasoning wonder the secret 
your greatness. 

Here good fortune intervenes elect 
among the few, for the conjunction 
events brings ever closer you 
and your world; begin find our- 
selves aligned with your overruling pur- 
pose life. contemporaries time 
and vocation still, like the child, 
wonder the great personality that 
you are and yet difficult dispel 
the legend; but now can vouch that 
the legend resolves into the real Helen 
Keller noble stature. 

are full gratitude that you 
are with us, counseling, inspiring, shar- 
ing with your vision and your wis- 
dom. The generations come will envy 
our privilege. 

The tributes your friends, pub- 
lished this issue, portray you one 
whose every facet marks your stimulat- 
ing humanity well your greatness. 

This your day, Helen Keller! 
salute you! 


THe New Outlook for the Blind 
proud present this issue several 
contributions dealing with the impor- 
tant service offered houseparents 
who are employed residential schools 
for the blind. These workers who love 
children well enough choose live 
and work closely with them 
dormitories these schools, accept both 
challenge and privilege. Their chal- 
lenge enrich the lives and help 
contribute the total education the 
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children. Their privilege found 
the inspiration and gratitude which 
they receive from the children who 
profit from their service. 

The houseparents schools for blind 
children engage type work which 
demands from them both keen insight 
and considerable physical labor. They 
have the rare opportunity influencing 
the lives these children greater 
degree than any individual coming 
contact with them except their own 
dren, they will able exert their 
influence only when needed and 
when contributes the children’s 
individual growth security. 
they understand the importance the 
well-being and happiness each child, 
they will recognize that help them 
they must strive help their families. 
houseparents grow their chosen 
career, they will achieve 
understanding the function the 
school which they work able 
interpret the families the chil- 
dren well the citizens the 
community, Their positive approach to- 
ward their work will show their own 
belief 

gratifying note that adminis- 
trators residential schools for the 
blind are recognizing the importance 
this group people, and are trying 
set conferences and workshops de- 
signed help them. The American 
Association Instructors the Blind 
has now established section for house- 
parents its national organization. 
And the American Foundation for the 
Blind has contributed the services its 


staff and given financial assistance 
residential schools three regional con- 
ferences devoted this important area. 
these productive efforts achieve 
greater professional growth for those 
important men and women, equally 
vigorous efforts will made obtain 
adequate financial rewards for highly 
qualified personnel which are badly 
needed. 

This journal all times has been 
interested publishing articles which 
affect the lives blind children. Dur- 
ing the past five years has been par- 
ticularly fortunate the diversity 
articles that have been submitted 
effort help those who work with these 
children. Since the Mid-century White 
House Conference Children and 
Youth, December, 1950, we, along with 
other journals, have considered 
obligation accept the challenge 
providing articles which will help 
understand the needs children, 
and, the basis that understanding, 
improve our service children. 
approach another White House Confer- 
ence, called President Eisenhower 
for November 28-December 1955, per- 
haps shall able continue our 
efforts behalf blind children, and 
the same time refine and increase our 
efforts behalf improved standards 
and remuneration for all types pro- 
fessional people who come contact 
with blind children. 

respect the contributions 
houseparents, and are proud de- 
vote space this issue the writings 
those who have had some experiences 
this important professional service. 


THE NEW OUTLOOK 
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stumbled across the threshold old 
frame building the District Co- 
lumbia which housed the Columbia In- 
stitute for the Deaf, Dumb, and Blind, 
unit the Department Interior. 
was the first blind American re- 
ceive help from his federal govern- 
ment overcoming his handicap. 

The lad unknown history; the 
building where studied has disap- 
peared; the institute itself has changed, 
becoming Gallaudet College for the 
Deaf. Nevertheless, that simple event 
which occurred sunny day 
autumn, years ago, has historic sig- 
nificance. For established the princi- 
ple that federal resources can properly 
used meet the special needs 
handicapped citizens. 

Today, building upon that principle, 
the federal government—directly and 
partnership with state and local gov- 
ernments and with voluntary agencies 
—brings benefits every one the 
320,000 blind citizens this nation. 

More than half rely federally aided 
public assistance programs for their 
major source income. Many thou- 
sands hold jobs obtained through the 
federally aided vocational rehabilita- 
tion and vending 
Growing numbers have new hope 
regaining their vision result 
advances medical research, almost 


third which financed with federal 
funds. 


JUNE, 1955 


Gains Social Legislation 


for the Blind 


CHARLES SCHOTTLAND 


Nor federal activity limited 
specific programs for the blind. Com- 
plementing and reinforcing 
grams are advances the broad field 
social legislation which benefit many 
groups, including the blind. 
Nineteen-fifty-four was 
year for both types federal activity. 


1954 Amendments 


Most far reaching, terms the 
numbers people affected, were the 
1954 amendments the Social Security 
Act which increased the benefits and 
expanded the coverage the old-age 
and survivors insurance system. 

extending coverage some ten 
million more people, particularly those 
rural areas, this improved program, 
added other retirement systems, as- 
sures most the nation’s workers 
regular retirement income. Moreover, 
the payments those now drawing 
benefits have been increased that the 
minimum now and the maximum 
will reach $108.50 per person per month 
little more than year from now. 

Since many the blind are persons 
who lost their vision late life, these 
improvements the social insurance 
system mean that, the future, fewer 
blind persons may need depend 
public assistance. They will receive in- 
surance benefits earned while they were 
working age and had their vision. 
How many the future blind will 
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benefit can judged some extent 
the fact that among the 177,000 
blind who now receive 
ance (102,000 through aid the blind 
programs and 75,000 through old-age 
assistance), only about are under 
years age. 

Another improvement the social 
cance for the blind the “disability 
freeze” provision. This permits worker 
who has lost his sight have his earn- 
ings record the time 
his disability that when reaches 
will entitled benefits based 
his previous earnings. eligible 
for this disability freeze, person must 
have been work covered social 
security for five out the last ten years 
before the disability began, including 
least half the three years just be- 
fore became disabled. 

Individuals who are totally disabled 
illness, injury, other physical 
mental impairment which can ex- 
pected long-continued and in- 
definite duration may qualify for the 
freeze. The impairment must medi- 
cally determinable and 
individual from performing any sub- 
stantial gainful activity. not neces- 
sary predict that the in- 
ability engage substantial gainful 
activity will continue indefinitely into 
the future. 

individual also disabled, 
definition, blind within the 
meaning that term used the 
law. The term defined 
the law central visual acuity 
less the better eye with the 
use correcting lens. eye 
which the visual field reduced five 
degrees less concentric contraction 
shall considered having central 
visual acuity 5/200 less. person 
who does not meet the statutory defini- 
tion blindness but who nevertheless 
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has severe visual impairment the 
same position all other disabled per- 
sons, that is, may qualify for period 
disability under the general defini- 
engage any substantial gainful ac- 
tivity reason his impairment. 
the individual meets 
standard for blindness will con- 
sidered disabled without regard any 
actual ability engage substantial 
gainful activity. 

Along with this new protection 
the benefit rights the blind and other 
disabled, there provision for re- 
ferring them vocational rehabilita- 
tion agencies that efforts restore 
them self-support started 
promptly. 

third improvement the “drop 
out” provision, This allows any worker 
disregard four five years low 
earnings, work uncovered em- 
ployment, computing the average 
wage which his retirement benefits 
will based. 

Let consider what these changes 
will mean hypothetical John Smith, 
one the estimated 30,000 Americans 
who will lose their sight this year. 
John had been earning good salary, 
could have expected retire 
with substantial monthly benefits. But 
can assume that when John lost his 
sight also lost his job and that, while 
undergoing treatment 
had earnings. can also assume 
that even when again started 
work, his earnings would quite low. 
However, the end four years 
after started working again, was 
earning much before lost his 
sight, his retirement benefits would 
exactly the same they would have 
been had never lost his sight. The 
disability freeze and drop 
sions would have kept his benefit rights 
intact. 
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suppose that John was never able 
work again after lost his sight. 
would still receive the same retire- 
ment benefit when reached be- 
cause the disability freeze provision. 


Broader Provisions the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Act 


While benefits which blind persons 
will obtain from improvements the 
Social Security Act lie mainly the 
future, very immediate benefits can 
expected from other 1954 legislation— 
notably the amendments the Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation Act. 

increase the rehabilitation and 
employment opportunities for all dis- 
abled, this legislation makes more fed- 
eral funds available for vocational re- 
habilitation programs, for training re- 
habilitation personnel, and for research. 

All states are now using the federal 
grants administered the Office Vo- 
cational Rehabilitation help finance 
rehabilitation programs, They 
have been valuable both agencies 
working only with the blind and 
those that deal with all types dis- 
abilities. However, shortage funds 
has meant that almost all agencies have 
had select the persons they would 
help instead extending opportuni- 
ties for rehabilitation all who might 
benefit from them. 

The new vocational rehabilitation 
law authorizes increases the federal 
funds for these programs. Under the 
authorization, $27.9 million was appro- 
priated for 1955, compared with $23 
million for the preceding year. The 
new law authorizes federal grants 
the states $45 million 1956, $55 
million 1957, $65 million 1958, 
and necessary amounts after that. 

The new law also will facilitate the 
training professional personnel 
the specialized skills rehabilitation 
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making grants available both pri- 
vate and public training institutions. 
This offers opportunity fill one 
the greatest gaps the rehabilitation 
program, for even the existing pro- 
grams are sorely need more physi- 
cians, therapists, counselors, social work- 
ers, psychologists, and employment spe- 
cialists with training rehabilitation 
techniques. 

Private well public agencies will 
also eligible receive federal grants 
for research better and more effec- 
tive ways overcoming disability. Like- 
wise, for the first time, federal help 
will available for local communities 
that want establish and conduct their 
own programs rehabilitation under 
state agency supervision. 

These and other provisions the 
rehabilitation act should stimulate even 
greater co-operation than now exists 
among all agencies, public and private, 
concerned with disability. 

Related legislation other fields 
further brightens prospects for the dis- 
abled. For example, more funds were 
authorized for the President’s Commit- 
tee Employment the Physically 
Handicapped. Likewise, the Medical 
Facilities Survey and Construction Act 
was amended encourage states and 
communities build and expand ad- 
justment centers and other rehabilita- 
tion facilities which prepare the dis- 
abled take advantage training and 
employment opportunities. 


Early Rehabilitation for All 
Who Can Restored 


The combined effect all these 
measures—more facilities, more person- 
nel, more employment opportunities— 
can make possible for disabled work- 
the rate 200,000 year 1959. 
present, the disabled are being reha- 
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bilitated the rate only 55,000 
60,000 year. 

How much this increased emphasis 
rehabilitation will mean the blind 
can judged the extent which 
they have benefited from the less com- 
prehensive programs the past. 
1944, example, only 988 blind per- 
sons were rehabilitated through the 
state-federal program vocational re- 
habilitation. 1953, the number 
blind rehabilitated through 
gram was 3,685—a 273 per cent in- 
crease. 

While this gain impressive, 
not enough. estimated that the 
30,000 persons who become blind each 
year, per cent, 7,500, could benefit 
(The 
others are infants, aged, 
with other handicaps that make voca- 
tional rehabilitation unfeasible.) This 
means that are still doing only half 
the job. With the larger program now 
being launched, however, there good 
reason hope that will longer 
faced with the tragic and wasteful 
necessity denying rehabilitation op- 
portunities persons who could 
restored employment. 

The 1954 amendments the Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation Act likewise in- 
crease the opportunities for blind per- 
sons earn living operating vend- 
ing stands. The federal law has always 
required that preference given 
qualified blind persons operators 
stands federal property, but, the 
past, this has applied only federally 
owned leased buildings. Under the 
new amendments, vending stands can 
established all types suitable 
federal properties, including 
tional parks. 

The value this source income 
the blind has been steadily increas- 
ing. Gross sales 1954 amounted 
nearly $22 million compared with 
$20.6 million 1953. The average in- 
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come blind operators 1954 was 
about $2,200. Whereas 
stands are operation now, the num- 
ber should greatly increase with the 
opening additional locations. 


Aspects Public Assistance 


Even with brighter prospects for the 
younger blind earn living and for 
the elderly blind the future secure 
retirement insurance benefits, the fed- 
erally aided programs public assist- 
ance will probably continue for many 
years major source income 
for the blind. 

present, more than $100 million 
year into the pockets blind per- 
sons through the public assistance pro- 
grams aid the blind and old-age 
assistance. addition, the children 
many blind parents 
through the aid dependent children 
program. 

The blind who receive their assist- 
ance through aid the blind programs 
can earn $50 month without its 
affecting the size their assistance 
check. However, study made 1950 
indicated that only six per cent those 
who receive aid the blind assistance 
have any earnings, and very few earn 
much $50 month. 

rehabilitation 
programs, reaching even the home- 
bound, should increase the number who 
are able take advantage this $50 
exemption. This expansion should also 
enable many earn enough during 
their working years enjoy substantial 
insurance benefits when they retire. 

Even so, many will need public as- 
plementary source income, depend- 
ing their individual circumstances. 
Public assistance programs that are 
flexible and that are staffed with per- 
sons who have both time and training 
deal with individualized problems 
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will greatest value meeting 
these varying 

The importance flexibility al- 
ready being recognized some the 
public assistance programs. 
ample, states where assistance not 
limited set maximums payments, 
the amounts individual blind persons 
are eligible receive vary widely. 
one state, over per cent the blind 
recipients receive average monthly pay- 
ments $100 more. this group 
are found many the aged and 
infirm who require nursing home 
other costly care. The majority blind 
recipients this state (about per 
cent) receive from $40 $100 month 
but about per cent receive less than 
all the states that have 
set maximums aid the blind pay- 
ments, such variations occur. This would 
indicate that, even under present con- 
ditions, the private income and other 
resources the blind differ widely and 
thus affect the extent their de- 
pendence public assistance. 

One would expect that, earnings 
and retirement insurance 
come increasingly available the blind, 
larger proportion will probably re- 
quire smaller assistance payments. 
the other hand, with more them liv- 
ing advanced age and with improve- 
ments institutional care for them, 
one would also expect growing pro- 
portion require the higher assistance 
payments. The larger number through- 
out the country whose payments now 
fall the middle range which many 
cases represent total but inadequate in- 
come, should diminish. 

closer gearing public assistance 
programs actual needs would also 
help remove one the most serious 
flaws the present programs, namely, 
inability provide assistance that cov- 
ers the cost medical care. 

study aid the blind programs 
1940 revealed that many recipients 
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had cataracts and other remediable con- 
ditions, but that states lacked funds 
pay for the medical services that would 
restore improve their vision. While 
there has undoubtedly been consider- 
able improvement the situation since 
that time, many unmet medical needs 
remain. 

1950 amendment the Social Se- 
curity Act which permitted states 
use federal funds for direct payments 
hospitals, physicians and other 
dors” medical services and supplies 
has been little help states carry- 
ing this financial burden because the 
financing has remain within the 
ceiling federally aided payments. 

The President’s recommendation 
1955 legislation which would permit ad- 
ditional federal aid for medical care 
public assistance recipients, enacted, 
will help close the gap between the 
extensive medical services which many 
the blind and other needy groups 
require and the limited services they 
now receive. 


Service Factors 
Effective Program 


the public assistance programs are 
become increasingly effective instru- 
ments for meeting individual needs, 
other factors which are only indirectly 
economic nature, must also 
considered. Particularly 
the development and strengthening 
various type facilities and services 
which blind people can use. 

relation improved facilities, ef- 
forts have been greatly stimulated 
1950 amendment the Social Security 
Act (effective July 1952) requiring 
that, states make payments persons 
institutions, they must designate au- 
thorities establish and maintain 
standards such institutions. 

Representatives voluntary and 
public organizations responsible for in- 
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stitutions have 
developing educational programs 
around State laws 
and local regulations have also been 
strengthened. Whereas before, some 
areas, sub-standard hazardous 
homes could operate with impunity, 
most states now require that certain 
standards maintained most types 
institutions. Attention has been fo- 
cused especially ways giving the 
aged, blind, and other infirm insti- 
tutions feeling that they are still im- 
portant members society with use- 
ful role life. institutions develop 
higher and higher standards social 
well physical services, much the 
misery the aged blind can relieved. 

Within the public assistance agencies 
themselves, there seems growing 
awareness the need improve both 
the quantity and quality social serv- 
ices offered. Public assistance workers 
are logical persons help 
sons who need institutional care find 
the place best suited their individual 
needs; help those who are able re- 
main home obtain homemaker, 
nursing, recreational and other special 
services; and enable those who could 
profit vocational training obtain 
maximum value from the increasing vo- 
cational opportunities. 

brief, public assistance agencies 
have important role meeting the 
special economic, personal 
needs, not only the blind, but 
all persons whose problems call for wel- 
fare and casework skills. 

encourage states develop and 
expand such services, has been pro- 
posed that the federal law reworded, 
making clear that federal aid can 
obtained for services which foster self 
support and self care, provided, 
course, that the service does not dupli- 
cate help which available from other 
sources. Legislation this now be- 
fore Congress. 
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Strengthening the service aspect 
public assistance agencies will, believe, 
enhance the value the voluntary 
agencies that serve the blind. areas 
where voluntary programs exist, the 
public agency can render important 
case-finding service—putting the blind 
person touch with and helping him 
use the particular voluntary agency 
that can best meet his particular need. 
can also work co-operatively with 
voluntary agencies community plan- 
ning avoid gaps and duplications 
service. communities where volun- 
tary programs not exist are inade- 
quate, public agency personnel can 
stimulate their development point- 
ing the need for them. 


Other Programs the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare 


The opportunities for broader serv- 
ices the blind which have been made 
possible improvements the social 
insurance, vocational rehabilitation and 
public assistance programs 
leled recent advances other pro- 
grams the Department Health, 
Education, and Welfare. 

Creation the Public Health Serv- 
ice’s National Institute Neurological 
Diseases and Blindness 1950 has fos- 
tered the rapid growth research 
causes blindness. fact, over 
per cent all medical research this 
field federally financed. discovery 
that seems provide effective cure 
for granulomatous uveitis was made 
researchers the Public Health Service 
and tested its clinical center. Federal 
research grants investigators outside 
the government resulted the dis- 
covery the effect oxygen pro- 
ducing blindness among premature in- 
fants, thus making possible the preven- 
tion what now one the major 
causes blindness, retrolental 
plasia. 
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Widespread application the new 
knowledge this disease fostered 
grants for maternal and child health 
and its co-operative work with states 
projects for the premature. addi- 
tion, programs for vision screening and 
sight conservation are fostered the 
basic Children’s Bureau grants for child 
health. Under the Crippled Children’s 
programs operated the states with 
grants from the Children’s Bureau, 
states now make specific provisions for 
children with impairments sight. 

Improvements educational 
grams for the blind are fostered the 
Office Education through consulta- 
tion services and through special studies 
such the one, now underway, dealing 
with the preparation and special com- 


petencies needed teachers excep- 
tional children, including 
dren. 

The contributions the American 
Printing House for the Blind, which 
has received federal aid since 1879, are 
too well known readers the New 
Outlook detail here. 

All these federally aided programs 
are organized stimulate—rather 
than substitute for—the activities 
voluntary groups and state and local 
public agencies. Thus the total national 
effort prevent blindness and alle- 
viate the handicaps resulting from 
constantly growing. This gives rea- 
son hope for steady reduction the 
incidence blindness and for happier 
and more satisfying lives for those 
whose impairments cannot remedied. 


Looking for Additional Income? 
The answer LEATHERCRAFT! 


For over years thousands blind men and women and scores associations 
have earned considerable amount money using Leathercraft projects 
income producing activity. Leaders the field acclaim Leathercraft the 
most valuable new craft added the program the blind the past decade. 


For the same period we, manufacturers and suppliers leathercraft, have kept 
adding new items continuously help build and develop this program. the 
present time can offer over 250 different articles that sell well! All these are 
illustrated our latest general catalogue. you have date copy? It’s free 


Colchester, Conn. 


for the asking. 
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Clinical Success with 


Three Eye Conditions 


Retrolental Fibroplasia 


LAST YEAR, THE CONGRESS was informed 
the Institute’s* special capacity 
meet special research needs they oc- 
curred, and the Institute’s initiation 
and support broad collaborative 
study retrolental fibroplasia was cited 
one such case. This clinical study, 
finally encompassing more than seventy- 
five investigators working eighteen 
hospitals, had been established order 
confirm deny striking animal ex- 
tute grantee. Its breadth had been com- 
pelled the urgency for obtaining 
rapid and decisive answer 
sible serious problem. Retrolental 
fibroplasia, progressive disorder 
the blood vessels the retina, primarily 
occurring premature infants weigh- 
ing three and half pounds less 
birth, has caused some 8,000 cases 
total blindness since the disease was 
first reported 1942 Dr. 
Terry. 

The preliminary findings the ret- 
rolental fibroplasia study have now 
emerged and there can little doubt 
that the results constitute the most im- 
portant single clinical advancement 
ophthalmology during the past decade. 
Announced last September the an- 
nual meeting the American Academy 
Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology, 


National Institute Neurological Diseases 
and Blindness. 
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the findings were unequivocal that 
oxygen—the oxygen routinely admin- 
istered premature infants 
incubators—was definitely associated 
with the cause retrolental fibroplasia 
and that oxygen, therefore, should 
administered premature infants only 
times severe clinical crisis.* 

The results this study have been 
made known physicians and hospitals 
throughout the world. Because some 
children will still have receive oxygen 
for clinical crisis, few will probably 
still incur retrolental fibroplasia; few 
others will develop the disorder for 
causes still explored. the basis 
results far announced, however, 
only about ten per cent those who 
suffered the past will suffer 
the future. 

The cost the government this 
study totalled $40,000, and another 
$11,000 was added two voluntary 
agencies. children already 
blinded retrolental fibroplasia will, 
during the course their normal life 
span, cost the states, the federal govern- 
ment and several welfare organizations 
$100,000 each for their education, train- 
ing and support, total $800,000,- 
ooo. But after their lifetime, the tragedy 
long life without sight because 
retrolental fibroplasia will 
tually ceased and will the heavy eco- 
nomic burden the nation. 


See appendix. 
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Uveitis 


the same scientific meeting 
which the results 
fibroplasia study was presented, In- 
stitute investigator the Bethesda pro- 
gram also presented paper intense 
interest the gathering ophthal- 
mologists from all over the United 
States and this audience 
came the first report anywhere 
treatment for form granulomatous 
uveitis, incurable infection the 
back the eye, especially the retina, 
which responsible for five seven 
per cent blindness this country. 

While results were preliminary, they 
seemed promising. twenty-nine cases 
admitted the Clinical Center with 
granulomatous uveitis caused the 
parasite Toxoplasma, twenty-five cases 
had responded therapy with two 
drugs—pyrimethamine (Daraprim) and 
sulfanilamide. the remaining four 
patients treated, three had not been 


treated long enough for final evalua- 
tion. 


The success this therapy still 
show whether the drugs are cure 
control; still possible that the infec- 
tion will recur, requiring further treat- 
ment. Daraprim, moreover, the 
heavy dosages required the therapy 
granulomatous uveitis, causes loss 
appetite and consequent loss weight. 
While this side effect reversed when 
treatment terminated, possibly some 
other drug will found just effec- 
tive but less toxic. Whatever the final 
answer these problems are, they are 
somewhat academic the patients who 
have already received treatment the 
Clinical Center. Their vision has either 
been restored improved, 
who had lost their jobs because fail- 
ing vision have either regained them 
found new ones. 
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Glaucoma 


This year also saw the advent an- 
other drug added the armamen- 
against eye disease—Diamox, 
specific for acute glaucoma and 
useful supplement for other drugs 
the treatment other forms the dis- 
order. Glaucoma condition charac- 
terized increased pressure the fluid 
the eye which gradually shuts off the 
blood supply the retina. The results, 
unless pressure can relieved: perma- 
nent damage the retina and perma- 
nent blindness, now for more 
than 55,000 persons this country. 

last year’s testimony, the research 
leading the rational use Diamox 
against glaucoma was reviewed after the 
testimony proper and inserted the 
Record. had been found that Diamox 
sulfonamide derivative) could inhibit 
the activity certain enzyme called 
carbonic anhydrase. This enzyme re- 
sponsible for the formation sodium 
bicarbonate the intraocular fluid 
the eye, and sodium bicarbonate as- 
sociated with that accumulation in- 
traocular fluid the eye characteristic 
glaucoma. was thus that last year 
Diamox was first tested for glaucoma 
and first found particular value 
reducing the pressure acute glau- 
coma, thereby permitting the interven- 
tion surgery. 

was then thought that Diamox was 
relatively limited; seemed that low- 
ering the intraocular pressure could 
achieved for only relatively short 
period time. Studies other grantees 
this year, however, indicate this limita- 
tion does not exist, for with refined 
methods administration, Diamox has 
proved effective the long-term 
treatment chronic glaucoma, the most 
common form the condition. Possibly 
the most significant factor the find- 
ing Diamox lies the fact that 
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the first drug yet discovered inhibit 
the formation intraocular fluid, and 
thereby sets the pattern for en- 
tirely new course pharmacological 
investigation which will 
tainly lead the development more 
successful antiglaucoma agents. 

good part, the problem glau- 
coma one early detection, for 
found early and treated early, glaucoma 
should blind only infrequently. Partly 
responsible for the higher incidence 
blindness from this disease the failure 
the average individual obtain 
regular eye examinations; and almost 
equally important the inability the 
average practitioner diagnose the 
condition its incipience. 

Solution this problem now 
hand with the development simple 
instrument devised for the general prac- 
titioner—the 
ter. Rested gently the eyeball (after 
the administration local anesthesia), 
simply records whether the intraocu- 
lar pressure high low—but not 
precisely how high low, more 
specialized instruments now use. 
the pressure found higher than nor- 
mal with the 
ter, eye examination 
mologist indicated determine the 
exact nature the condition. 

the present time, some 200 300 


Manufacturers Mountain Hickory White Canes 
for the blind since 1925 
The Original White Cane for the Blind 
with specially designed Brass Bullet Nose Ferrule 
made order for 
Also Can Furnish Fluorescent Canes with Light Reflectant Qualities Night 


Minton Co., Inc. 
Barbourville, Ky. 


Wholesale Retail. All orders given best attention. 


ophthalmologists the United States 
and Europe are training 
titioners use this instrument and 
doing have already proved its enor- 
mous practicality. Some forty per cent 
those patients already referred 
trained ophthalmologists because ab- 
normal register the new tonometer 
have proved have incipient glaucoma. 


These three advances mark the more 
dramatic developments the Institute’s 
programs during the past year. 


APPENDIX 


Review Preliminary Statistics Emerg- 
ing from Collaborative Study Re- 
trolental Fibroplasia: 

routine oxygen their incubators, 
per cent incurred retrolental fibroplasia, 
with per cent permanently blinded. 

245 infants, however, who had re- 
ceived curtailed oxygen (for clinical crisis 
only), only per cent developed the 
disease and less than six per cent suffered 
loss vision.* 

The mortality rate 22.2 per cent 
routine oxygen and 20.1 per cent for 
those curtailed, indicated contrary 
fears, that diminution oxygen did 
not increase the death rate. 


believed that even fewer cases will now 
occur due the finding that oxygen admini- 
stration for even short period three days 
may cause retrolental fibroplasia. 
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Status Research 
Vision 


WILLIAM GEER, Ph.D. 


American Foundation for the 
Blind does not usually deal with medi- 
cal phases blindness, Here, however, 
its Technical Advisory Committee has 
properly given attention eye re- 
search, which, dealing with bio-sciences, 
has carried into matters closely identi- 
fied with the medical aspects blind- 
ness. The Technical Advisory Commit- 
tee has expressed concern that more 
research needs done the chem- 
istry vision, and the present article 
constitutes the pertinent parts re- 
port Dr. Geer the Committee set- 
ting forth comparisons this kind 
research with other kinds the field 
health during one year, 


BECAUSE THE ARTICLE first mentioned 
above* commented the meeting 
the Technical Advisory Committee 
May, 1954, that the volume funda- 
mental research the field the 
chemistry vision was much smaller 
than the importance the subject war- 
ranted. Statements were made the 
effect that were considerable 
edge the structural and functional 
chemistry the several parts the eye 
definitely known, not only might treat- 
ments developed result which 
fewer people would become blind, but 
the large number cases defective 


Support Research the Bio- 
Sciences for the Fiscal Years 1952 and 1953” 
Deignan and Miller, Science 179, 661 (1954)- 
(Referred preliminary statement not 
here published.) 
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vision might considerably improved 
and progressive changes lenses, cor- 
neas and retinas retarded. Whether the 
sight any the blind might re- 
stored is, course, only wild specu- 
lation. 

The statistics the two published 
papers,* and those sent directly, 
have been studied and certain figures 
taken out and calculated percentages 
for the purpose gaining grasp 
the relative emphasis placed upon 
few the categories those who make 
grants for research. The authors have 
classified the number grants and the 
amounts awarded major subject cate- 
gories which there are thirty-one. 
Although data are available for 1952 
and 1953, the table herewith** was 
made the basis 1954 only 
that would unnecessary for the 
Committee study many tables 
figures. 

The following observations and com- 
ments are offered: 

First: the amounts 
money appropriated government 
agencies distinct from non-govern- 
ment agencies the ratio three 
one. 

Second: The percentages, both 
number dollars and number 


op. cit. and “The Support Research 
Medical and Allied Fields for the Period 1946 
through 1951,” Deignan and Miller, Science 
115, (1952). 
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awards, are the highest the fields 
(1) cancer, (2) cardiovascular diseases, 
and (3) metabolism and metabolic dis- 
eases. Appropriations for the eye, both 
number grants and amounts, are 
the order three per cent the 
overall totals. 

Third: The amount appropriated 
for eye research government agencies 
is, roughly, the ratio five one 
that appropriated non-govern- 
ment agencies. Such statistics indicate 
lesser interest eye research the 
part individuals foundations than 
the part the government. How- 
ever, one might conclude 
ernment grants have more with 
practical application than with theo- 
retical fundamental considerations. 
these latter comments are sound, 
would follow that 
search the chemistry vision occu- 
pies minor part the research activi- 
ties which have with the eye. 
sure, study some twenty-two 
Bio-Sciences Exchange indicates how 
for anyone not immedi- 
ately engaged the field determine 
whether any given investigation should 
character. These notices 
cance, for they show that some admir- 
able research work the eye 
progress this country and good 
deal has with the chemistry 
vision, either directly objective 
indirectly necessary part the 
research activities. However, the point 
still remains that not nearly enough 
fundamental research the chemistry 
vision being undertaken. How 
interest investigators this highly com- 
plex chemical field problem worthy 
discussion this Committee. 
Fourth: average amount per 


grant falls from cancer $12,165 
non-government eye $6,630. The fig- 
ures are not significant except indi- 
cate interest, lack it, the field. 
Progress fundamental research can 
scarcely measured the amount 
per grant but rather the character 
and abilities the investigators applied 
over period years. 

Here odd situation. The eye 
occupies strategic and important place 
the anatomy and functional physi- 
ology man. There not great deal 
known published, the field the 
physical chemistry the eye. The loss 
generally rated one the most seri- 
ous handicaps. has been stated 
that over per cent our knowledge 
the outside world gained through 
vision, and defects hamper many. 
sure, the loss vision not killing 
matter, cancer and several the 
heart diseases. But, when estimates place 
the number blind people 
United States over 300,000 with some 
1,000,000 more who have only one 
good eye, and perhaps many millions 
who require some kind optical aid, 
certain that fundamental research 
the field vision and, particularly, 
the chemistry vision, problem 
high magnitude. certainly offers 
challenge the best brains this 
country and philanthropists that 
highly engaging field where financial 
profits are not objective. 

Dr. Deignan* and her staff the 
Bio-Sciences Information Exchange 
have been very co-operative, furnish- 
ing with data that this report 
might written. 


*Dr. Stella Leche Deignan, Director, Bio- 
Sciences Information Exchange, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, 
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Data 1954 Grants 


AMOUNT GRANTS 
Per Cent 
Total $66,879,925 100.00 
Government 50,513,353 
Non-Government 16,566,572 24.4 
Award Categories 
Cancer 12,165,666 18.2 
Cardiovascular system 8,676,246 13.0 
Metabolism and metabolic disease 14,342,524 21.4 
Eye 
Government 1,308,214 1.95 
Non-government 232,163 0.35 


NUMBER GRANTS 


we we 


Total 6015 100.00 
Government 4498 
Non-government 

Award Categories 
Cancer 1019 
Cardiovascular system 883 
Metabolism and metabolic diseases 1354 
Eye 182 

Government 147 
Non-government 


1517 


AVERAGE AMOUNT PER GRANT 


Total $11,000 
Cancer 12,165 
Cardiovascular 
Metabolism and Metabolic diseases 10,580 
Sensory Organs 10,700 
Eye 8,480 

Government 
Non-government 6,630 
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“Counseling the Arthur 
Voorhees, Vocational Guidance Quar- 
terly, Winter 1954-55. The author 
emphasizes the fact that the same meth- 
ods and techniques sound counseling 
are effective dealing with blind 
sighted individuals, and that just 
necessary develop within the blind 
client the same basic understanding 
his attitudes, abilities, interests and de- 
points out the need use words 
place motions, the importance tone 
voice, and other specific factors 
which counselors must sensitive 
they contemplate working with blind 
persons. 


“The Occupational Achievements 
Thiele, Occupational Psychology, 
28, January 1954. This summary 
thesis for Ph.D. University Lon- 
don, the research being undertaken 
with two aims: first, obtain informa- 
tion which might help extend the range 
employment available blind per- 
sons superior education; and second, 
ascertain what characteristics, any, 
distinguish such persons who have done 
occupationally. 
1953 questionnaire was sent, both 
braille and large ink print, approxi- 
mately 300 persons who had completed 
their English studies schools for the 
blind during the years 1932-42, the 
theory that they would mature 
enough have become settled voca- 
tionally and have formed opinions 
value concerning their training and 
employment. the basis 219 re- 
plies, the author presents some conclu- 
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Current Literature 


sions concerning ways 
range employment the blind might 
improved. 


“Prevalence and Causes Blindness 
American Journal Ophthalmology, 
39, No. Part February “In 
special survey based the general 
census 1950 and supplemented with 
further information obtained through 
the aid the Icelandic Blindness As- 
sociation, 434 blind persons were traced 
throughout the whole country (the cen- 
sus figure was 364). The blindness rate 
therefore 300 per 100,000 population, 
which much higher rate than known 
however, only after the age years 
that the blindness frequent, per 
cent all the blind persons being 
above that age. The most common 
cause blindness, glaucoma simplex, 
responsible for approximately per 
cent the total number cases, al- 
though rarely occurs below the age 
years. Measures aimed reducing 
the blindness rate should directed 
primarily against glaucoma.” 


Teachers for the South’s Handi- 
capped Children, Lloyd Dunn, 
William Geer and Winfred God- 
win, Atlanta, Ga., Southern Regional 
Educational Board, 1955. This re- 
port prepared for the Commission 
Training Teachers Handicapped 
Children, study undertaken because 
numerous requests schools, 
agencies and individuals. The booklet 
deals mainly with the results the sur- 
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vey. Part estimates the number 
handicapped children the South and 
reviews the need for various kinds 
special education personnel. Part dis- 
cusses existing programs for training 
teachers the handicapped and ends 
with conclusions about the need for 
and supply special teachers. Several 
appendices present methods data col- 
lection and data existing training 
programs. the case teachers 
blind children, the report indicates 
that, residential schools for the blind, 
there not only need for additional 
well-qualified teachers enter the field 
each year, but also great need for ad- 
ditional training for many those now 
employed. beginning has been made 
educating blind pupils 
day schools, which there are now 
classes. Education partially seeing 
children evaluated, and con- 
cluded that the present supply 
teachers woefully inadequate com- 
pared with the conservative total 579 
teachers and consultants needed. The 
South trains teachers the blind 
nor the partially seeing. 


“Art and the Exceptional Child,” 
School Arts, 54, March 1955. This 
issue dedicated art for the excep- 
tional child, and among the articles in- 
cluded brief report entitled “Art 
for the Blind,” Carolyn Heyman. 
She emphasizes the importance line, 
form and texture blind children be- 
cause their more circumscribed world 
and lack color. The other articles 
deal with art for gifted, retarded, men- 
tally ill, deaf, maladjusted, 
cally handicapped pupils. 


Contributors manuscripts the New 
Outlook are again informed that have 
six-week deadline for copy. must 
have address changes the beginning 
the month preceding issue. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Miss Mary Switzer, director the 
Office Vocational Rehabilitation 
the Department Health, Education 
and Welfare, estimated recently that 
there were about two million disabled 
persons the country who could 
rehabilitated services were adequate 
meet the total need. She put the num- 
ber persons added each year this 
backlog neglected disabled 250,000. 
She underscored the view that advances 
medical skills tend burden the 
national economy with greater public 
dependency costs unless there paral- 
lel vocational rehabilitation program. 

“The more expert medicine becomes 
prolonging life for individuals with 
extensive surgery and other means, the 
more the patient likely sustain 
crippling condition that makes for de- 
pendency until new personal skills have 
been developed,” Miss Switzer said. 

1953, according her statement, 
cost average $634 each reha- 
bilitate 11,000 disabled persons who 
were the public assistance rolls with 
average relief payments about $1,000 
year. Since then, these persons have 
been gainfully employed and the tax- 
payers have been freed the depend- 
ency burden. 

She added: estimate that the 
56,000 men and women returned 
work through the 
gram last year are paying federal in- 
come taxes the rate $8,400,000 
year. this rate, less than three 
years they will have paid back into the 
federal treasury amount equal the 
entire federal investment vocational 
rehabilitation 1954.” 


The Silver Anvil, trophy for the most 
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outstanding national achievement 
Public Relations, category “Community 
was presented April the 
American Foundation for the Blind 
the annual awards luncheon the 
American Public Relations Association 
the Hotel Warwick, Philadelphia. 

Organizations all parts the 
United States and practically every 
field social and commercial activity 
vied for these awards, the top accolade 
the public relations profession. 

The Foundation 
awarded the trophy for having accom- 
plished more fully than any other na- 
tional organization its category its 
purpose for the year. This purpose was 
help American communities create 
more realistic attitude toward blind- 
ness. Dr. Gregor Ziemer director 
public education for the American 
Foundation for the Blind. 


Tuesday evening, April 12, 
the auditorium the Department 
the Interior, Washington, the 
British Ambassador, Sir Roger Makins, 
behalf the British Information 
Service, presented certificates repre- 
sentatives four United States govern- 
mental agencies for films selected for 
exhibition the Eighth International 
Film Festival held last fall. Among 
those receiving the award was Mr. Har- 
vey Higley, Administrator the Vet- 
erans Administration, for the film, 
Long Cane,” the documentary training 
film produced for the purpose 
instructing field personnel concern- 
ing the mobility restoration function 
the Center for Blinded Veterans 
Hines Hospital, Illinois. (See New Out- 
look, June, 1954, 201.) 


new intraocular pressure measur- 
ing device, invented Mr. Charles 
Toleman, Director the Glaucoma 
Research Project the Ophthalmo- 
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logical Foundation, Inc., gives new hope 
for early diagnosis incipient glau- 
nometer, and referred article 
this issue Dr. Pearce Bailey, also 
known the Ocular Hypertension 
Indicator. Its features 
even after rough handling, simplicity 
its use, and low cost. records 
whether intraocular pressure 
low normal, thus indicating readily 
whether thorough eye examination 
ophthalmologist 
Referral all cases abnormal in- 
traocular tension ophthalmologists 
has already resulted the discovery 
1,114 glaucoma suspects 5,064 physi- 
cians co-operating the program. 


For the first time, blind persons 
the United States will able send 
and receive greeting cards, 
duced commercial manufacturer 
and sold non-profit basis, the signa- 
tures which can written braille 


seeing persons who not know the 
system, the result altruistic and 
ingenious plan developed Rust Craft 
Greeting Cards Boston, Massachu- 
setts. 

The brain-child Wrightson Chris- 
topher, general manager the 
ing card firm, these braille cards are 
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being produced co-operation with 
the Howe Memorial Press. 

Illustrations are hand worked with 
fiber flocking which enables the non- 
seeing recipient the card feel the 
design. Rust Craft braille greeting cards 
carry ink printed legends addition 
the braille type survey blind per- 
sons showed desire for this added 
feature. 

Distribution this new style greet- 
ing cards national basis. 


AROUND THE WORLD 


lottery conducted the Philippines 
connection with President Ramon Mag- 
proclamation National Aid 
the Blind Week, funds are now avail- 
able for the construction Manila 
rehabilitation center for the blind and 
other seriously handicapped persons. 

Mrs. Jeannette Sills, Consultant 
the Philippines Government for the 
for Overseas 
Blind, will supervise the planning 
the project and will assist the selec- 
tion its staff. 

The Philippines Government has ex- 
pressed desire make the project 
center whose 
facilities will available students 
from Southeast Asia. 

Mrs. Pacita Madrigal Warns, Philip- 
pines Social Welfare Administrator and 
member President Magsaysay’s 
Cabinet, requested detailed discussion 
the project with officials United 
Nations and AFOB while she was 
New York during her recently com- 
pleted good will tour around the world. 


NEW YORK—The rehabilitation 
the handicapped and the training 
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social welfare personnel are subjects 
special chapter International 
Survey Programs Social Develop- 
ment, publication recently completed 
the United Nations Secretariat 
co-operation with International Labor 
Office, The Food and Agricultural Or- 
ganization, UNESCO and WHO. In- 
tended supplement the Prelimi- 
nary Report the World Social Situa- 
tion, the survey (Doc. E/CN. 
5/301) concentrates national meas- 
ures primarily taken sponsored 
government authority and aimed 
helping governments become more fa- 
miliar with the policies other gov- 
ernments the social field. hoped 
this way suggest ideas and indica- 
tions methods that governments 
might wish consider for possible ap- 
plication their own social problems. 


NEW DELHI—Miss Helen Keller, 
tour the Far East, received the 
honorary degree Doctor Letters 
from the University New Delhi 
April gth “in recognition her dis- 
tinguished services and dedication and 
her literary and humanitarian 


NEW YORK—The tenth session 
the United Nations Social Commission, 
which opened here May end, has en- 
dorsed definition blindness which 
considered suitable for world-wide 
adoption. 

Acting upon the recommendation 
the United Nations Technical Working 
Group for the rehabilitation the 
handicapped, the Commission gave its 
approval definition similar one 
contained resolution adopted 
the World Assembly the World 
Council for the Welfare the Blind 
Paris last August. 

The Social Commission’s recommen- 
dation, which now will transmitted 
all member nations the United 
Nations Secretary General, advises that 
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all persons with visual acuity not ex- 
ceeding 10/200, with visual field 
not exceeding degrees, shall con- 
sidered blind. 

The Commission also gave recogni- 
tion the fact that persons with visual 
acuty exceeding 10/200 but not exceed- 
ing 20/200 are seriously handicapped. 
Governments already recognizing this 
handicap existing definitions were 
urged retain such provisions, and all 
other governments requested expand 
the international definition 
and other considerations permit. 

recommendation the United 
Nations Technical Working Group 
(also urged the WCWB Assembly) 
that handicap allowances designed 
offset additional living costs imposed 
physical disability granted 


YEAR AGO THE OFFICERS Section “C” 
the American Association Workers 
for the Blind published the New 
Outlook their tentative plans for sur- 
veying the interest correspondence 
course eye conditions. now in- 
dicated that there strong interest 
home teachers, administrators and 
workers for the blind 
correspondence course that would deal 
with the terminology eye conditions 
and eye diseases and information con- 
cerning factors good eye health and 
hygiene. 

national survey has been completed 
determine the interest professional 
workers for the blind correspond- 
ence course that would published 


232 


Eye Conditions 


Correspondence Course Planned 


blind persons and other handicapped 
groups, was also considered. The Social 
Commission, while recognizing the mat- 
ter valid one, considered that any 
recommendations this subject 
submitted member governments 
should incorporated manual de- 
scribing the various 
should paid meet social needs. 
referred the question expert com- 
mittee which has been created with 
responsibility for compilation such 
all-embracing manual. 

The WCWB, which enjoys consulta- 
tive status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission, sub- 
mitted written statements the Com- 
mission support the action de- 
scribed. Colonel Baker, President 
the World Council, appeared per- 
sons before the Commission. 


both braille and ink print. This pro- 
posed course would serve review 
and reference for professional work- 
ers who wish kept date 
the interpretation eye conditions, 
terminology and diseases. 

Robert Langford, Executive Direc- 
tor the Lycoming County Branch 
the Pennsylvania Association for the 
Blind, who conducted the survey for 
Section AAWB, states that out 
the 140 replies this survey, 108 
persons stated that they were very much 
interested the course and would like 
sible. additional eleven people 
stated that they were very much 
favor this course but were supplied 
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with similar information part 
their on-the-job training. Nine people 
stated they were favor preparing 
such course and felt was very valu- 
able but did not feel that they needed 
the information. Twelve people did not 
feel that this course would particu- 
larly valuable. 

The tallies would then find 128 per- 
sons favor constructing this course, 
and twelve persons opposed. 

The numerous suggestions that were 
contributed have been assembled into 
three areas general recommendation: 

has been strongly recommended 
that the standards this course 
teacher for certification 
AAWB requirements. 

Strong recommendations seem 
entail method preparation that 
would assist the professional worker 
understanding the technical terms used 
the medical specialist. 

Recommendation 
around the feeling that there need 
for light review eye terminology, 
conditions and hygiene methods the 
professional worker who has great 
amount experience dealing with 
medical definitions their older and 
more established interpretations. 

This then would mean material con- 
tent that would interest the 
average reader, not overly technical 
but standard sufficient for certifica- 
tion AAWB. Hadley School for the 
Blind has been contacted and has stated 
that sufficient interest were shown 
the national survey they would 
pleased develop the proposed cor- 
respondence course. The 
terial would available free charge 
any blind person. The printed copies 
would available slight fee 
cover the cost printing. 

all goes well construction this 
needed correspondence course should 
begin the very near future. 


JUNE, 1955 


Piano Tuning Training Course 
for Instructors Blind Students 


Under the provisions Public Law 
565, 83rd Congress, Roosevelt Univer- 
sity, 430 South Michigan Avenue, Chi- 
cago, has been awarded grant 
the Office Vocational Rehabilitation 
for the purpose conducting six-week 
training course (July 11-August 26, 
1955) for piano tuning instructors 
blind students. 

The objectives the course are to: 
(1) increase the number qualified in- 
structors presenting experienced 
tuners, not familiar with teaching prac- 
tices, effective methods and techniques 
instructing blind students; (2) pro- 
vide advanced training the care and 
maintenance all types piano ac- 
tions; serve refresher course for 
instructors trained the theory and 
practice piano tuning and general 
service work; (4) improve the quality 
instruction and expand the scope 
training given blind students schools 
teaching piano tuning; (5) increase the 
proficiency blind piano tuner tech- 
nicians having been graduated from 
schools teaching piano tuning; and (6) 
raise the standards piano tuning 
profession for qualified blind persons. 

Traineeships the amount $300 
will made available through OVR 
approved applicants for the six-week 
period, cover part the cost 
travel, maintenance, registration 
fee ($15) incurred the student. 

Mr. Emil Fries the Piano Hos- 
pital and Training Center for the 
Blind, Vancouver, Washington, has 
been engaged Roosevelt University 
instructor for the course. 

Persons interested attending the 
training course should make applica- 
tion Mr. Joseph Creanza, Director 
the Music School, Roosevelt University, 
the above address. 
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THIS ISSUE 


Two THE PAPERS presented the sym- 
posium houseparents were delivered 
the Northwest Regional Houseparents Con- 
ference held the Oregon State School for 
the Blind the fall 1954. Mrs. EMMA 
RASMUSSEN served housemother both 
the Oregon State School for the Blind 
Salem and the Washington State School 
for the Blind Vancouver, Washington. 
She present retired and living Salem, 
Ore. The other paper from this meeting 
teacher, houseparent, and present serv- 
ing principal the Oregon school. 
has been actively interested the work 
houseparents and pursuing his graduate 
study this area. 


Two OTHER PAPERS the houseparents 
Woo were delivered the First 
Regional Houseparents Conference the 
Tennessee School for the Blind 
spring 1954. Miss Coleman registered 
nurse who has had wide experience 
nurse various types schools and hospi- 
tals. She present working the Iowa 
Braille and Sight Saving School where she 
serves school nurse and where she has 
recently been working closely with the 
houseparents training program. 
Woolly has served teacher and principal 
the Arkansas School for the Blind where 
also member the editorial board the 
New Outlook. 


INCLUDED our symposium the 
problems houseparents, good dis- 
cussion the question two teachers and 
Men Southern University, and Mrs. 
Dean Women the same 
University, join with 
Research Analyst the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind, present their im- 
pressions after the first workshop 
education Negro blind children held 
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the Baton Rouge, Louisiana, School for 
the Negro Blind, last fall. 


Dr. PEARCE the Director, National 
Institute Neurological Diseases, Public 
Health Services, Bethesda, Md. Our article 
reprint from Dr. Bailey’s opening state- 
ment before the Committee Appropria- 
tions for the 1956 Estimate for 
logical and Blindness Activities, Public 
Health Service,” reported the National 
Advisory Neurological and Blindness Coun- 
cil. 


Technical Advisory Committee 
American Foundation for the .Blind. 
native New York state, Dr. Geer grad- 
uated from Cornell University 1902, and 
later received his Ph.D. there chemistry 
and physics. For many years, until 1955, 
was vice-president charge research 
the Goodrich Rubber Co., Akron, 
Ohio. Among his many inventions the 
de-icer airplanes, and besides many tech- 
nical articles professional periodicals 
also author The Reign Rubber. Dr. 
Geer was the recipient the Modern Pio- 
neer Award the National Association 
Manufacturers 1950, and the 1953 
Charles Goodyear Medal given the Rub- 
ber Division the American Chemical So- 
ciety. 


the Social Security Administration, De- 
partment Health, Education and Wel- 
fare, Washington, received his 
A.B. degree from the University 
fornia 1927, and attended the New York 
School Social Work and the University 
Southern California Law School. His 
career government has included: Ad- 
ministrator the California State Relief 
Administration; Assistant the Chief 
the Children’s Bureau; Assistant Di- 
rector the Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Administration for Germany; Director 
the California State Department Social 
Welfare. was decorated several Euro- 
pean countries for his work repatriating 
United Nations nationals after the war. 
was Lieutenant Colonel the Army and 
Chief Section dealing with displaced 
persons, General Eisenhower’s staff. 
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CLASSIFIED CORNER 


WANTED: Expert young blind piano 
tuner and technician wants position teaching 
piano tuning. Graduate Va. School for 
the Blind, Perkins Institution where ma- 
jored piano techniques and tuning. Certified 
piano tuner from both institutions, Has had 
many years experience with leading piano com- 
pany, tuning, repairing, re-building 
fitting. Married. Write New Outlook, Box 8-A 
Edgar Isley, Counselor, Dept. Public Wel- 
fare, Rehabilitation for the Blind, 321-323 West 
Walnut St., Johnson City, Tenn. 


WANTED: Young man, 29, partially 
sighted, B.S. degree, wants position teacher 
elementary secondary school for the blind, 
teach braille, braille shorthand, English, his- 
tory, geography civics. Would also consider 
post field worker counselor for the blind. 
Has permanent professional elementary and 
secondary teaching certificate. Write New Out- 
look Box 5-A, direct Mr. Harris, 
Counselor, State Tenn. Dept. Ed., Division 
Vocational Rehabilitation, 202 Smith Bldg. 
Coopersville, Tenn. 


Pennsylvania Camp for the 
Blind, will opened June closed 
August 27, 1955. Applications from 
vania will given first consideration, but blind 
people from other states will considered 
recreation planned. The camp fee $35.00 
per week and guests may stay one two weeks. 
most cases, blind people come through spon- 
sorships provided service clubs individ- 
uals. Those wishing register should contact 
Carl Shoemaker, Beacon Lodge-Camp for the 
Blind, Lewistown, Penna. 


WANTED: piano tuning instructor. 
per cent normal sight, married, with children. 
Graduate high school and tuning depart- 
ment Perkins Institution. Fourteen consec- 
utive years experience tuner, including 
work for many fine piano teachers, local con- 
servatory, University Maine, music stores, 
and radio stations. Write New Outlook Box 7-A. 


AVAILABLE: Instructor for the blind 
operate within program providing personal 
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adjustment and vocational evaluation services 
needed Dayton, Ohio. Instructor will 
member professional team providing serv- 
ices comprehensive rehabilitation agency. 
Write Wallace Watkins, Director, Services 
for the Blind, Goodwill Industries, 
Fifth St., Dayton Ohio. 


WANTED: Blind Negro teacher wants 
position residential school for the blind. 
Graduate Va. State College; M.A. degree 
from Hampton Institute; also graduate Har- 
vard Perkins class and three summer 
credits from Harvard and one from Boston 
University psychology. Hold Grade teach- 
ing certificate from AAIB. Write New Outlook 
Box 10-A. 


APPLICATIONS invited for the post Director 
Rehabilitation Center for the Blind being 
established Haifa, Israel. Duties will include 
setting services and administrative proce- 
dures and selection and training staff. Dura- 
tion appointment about years, beginning 
fall 1955. Must have satisfactory training 
and experience area rehabilitation. All 
applicants write American-Israeli Lighthouse, 
2109 Broadway, 23, for applications. 


WANTED: year old blind man (with 
little vision one eye) seeks position voice 
teacher and/or choral director with either 
school agency for the blind. Could direct 
music department and teach piano, harmony, 
music history, music appreciation, music braille, 
etc. Can teach Grade braille and arithmetic. 
Graduate, Perkins Institution, New England 
Conservatory Music, B.M. degree and highest 
honors. Currently taking courses for Masters. 
Much singing experience. Further information 
write National Personnel Service. American 
Foundation for the Blind. 


OPEN: Iowa Braille and Sight Saving 
School has opening for physical instructor, boys 
and girls, kindergarten, first and second 
grades. $300 monthly, plus maintenance 
months year for teacher with B.A.; more for 
higher training. Write New Outlook Box 11-A. 


WANTED: young blind man, 27, mar- 
ried, has B.S. degree business administra- 
tion, also qualified piano technician, and 
trained radio technician. Can travel easily 
with cane and presently employed. Seeking 
position employment counselor for the 
blind, home teacher, piano tuning instruc- 
tor. Willing take additional training 
needed. Write New Outlook Box g-A. 
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BRAILLE 


Rust Craft now has available selection 
greeting cards especially designed for the 
sightless send receive. These cards have 
greetings Braille, specially developed raised 
designs apparent the touch, and alphabet 
key that enables anyone sign the card 


Braille. 
This line includes cards for 


BIRTHDAY ILLNESS 
CHRISTMAS EASTER 


These cards are available better stores 
everywhere featuring Rust CRAFT CARDS. 


RUST CRAFT GREETING CARDS 


Rust Craft 
Dedham, Mass. 
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